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Fast  Times  in  the  Hub  City 


VlEAGLECLUBpt 


The  beautiful  and  majestic  Beau 
Rivage  Hotel  and  Casino  rises 

out  of  the  sandy  shores  and 
stands  high  above  the  coastline 

of 
Biloxi.  Mississippi.  Its  fine  res- 
taurants, luxurious  spa  and 
health  club,  and  outstanding 
shows  complement  one  of  the 
finest  resorts  in  the  country  and 
make  it  a  great  headquarters  for 
this  Golden  Eagle  gala.  For  the 
occasion,  the  Beau  Rivage  has 
sweetened  the  pot  by  offering 
rooms  during  this  peak  period 
for  only  $  1 1 9  per  night 

Reservations  must  be  made 

through  The  Eagle  Club 

(601)  266-5299 

For  all  your  travel  needs 

Thrifty  Car  Rental 

1-800-227-7601 

official  rental  car  company, 

It's  going  to  be  a  great  event,  to 
see  old  friends  and  make  new 
ones.  Destined  to  become  an  an- 
nual affair,  it  will  aid  the  growth 
of  the  Southern  Miss  family  and 
friends  to  parallel  that  of  the 
University  and  all  of  its  pro- 
grams. You  won't  want  to  miss 
this! 
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Southern  Miss 
ROCK  THE   COAST   II 

April  26  &  27  2002 

White  sandy  beaches,  emerald  green  golf  courses,  and  special  rates  at  a 
hotel  rated  among  the  top  100  in  the  country.  Add  a  strong  alumni  base  and 
a  cast  of  coaches  and  former  players  of  one  great  University,  and  you've  got 
all  the  ingredients  for  a  Golden  Eagle  weekend  that  will  ROCK  the 

Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  let  everyone  know  that  Southern  Miss  is  south 

Mississippi's  home  team! 

We  want  to  be  sure  that  you  know  that  this  is  not  just  an  athletic 
function,  and  it's  not  a  fund-raising  program.  It's  an  effort  to  gather  all  past 
students  and  current  friends  in  a  celebration  of  OUR  University.    So,  call 
every  Golden  Eagle  you  know  and  come  join  us  for  all  the  fun! 

SCHEDULE  of  EVENTS 

Friday,  April  26,  2002 

Golf  Tournament  $75,  Windance  Country  Club  (noon) 

Black-Tie  Event,  Biloxi  Convention  Center  (by  invitation  only,  6  p.m.) 

Saturday,  April  27,  2002 

7:30-9  a.m.  Leadership  breakfast  (seating  limited) 

9:30  a.m. -noon  Foundation,  Alumni,  and  Athletic  foundation  board  meeting 

1:30-4  p.m.  (approximately)  deck  party 

Southern  Miss  deck  party,  including  current  coaches  Jeff  Bower  and  James 

Green  and  former  players,  such  as  Adalius  Thomas,  T.J.  Slaughter, 

Todd  Pinkston  and  others. 

(A  great  opportunity  for  kids  to  get  autographs!) 

OPTIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Charter  Fishing  $85  requires  a  minimum  of  10  participants 
Spa  Packages  $75.00  includes  gratuity 

Choice  A-    50  minute  Swedish  Massage 
Choice  B-    Pedicure.  Blow  Dry  and  style 
Choice  C-    European  Deep  Cleaning  Facial 
Choice  D-    Herbal  Body  Polish  Manicure 


Southern  Miss  Eagle  Club 

Box  5017 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Phone:  601-266-5299 
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20      A  SIMPLER  WAY  OF  LIFE 

When  thinking  about  what  he  would  be  doing  30 
years  after  graduating  from  Southern  Miss,  Charles 
Spieler  71  never  dreamed  he  would  leave  corporate 
America  for  a  life  as  a  Native  American  flute  maker. 

22      HATTIESBURG  A  GO  GO 

Alumni  wax  nostalgic  about  their  college  days  in  the 
Hub  City 


26      RESIDENTIAL  LIVING:  A  VISUAL  TOUR 

Community  bathrooms  and  noisy  halls  became  a 
thing  of  the  past  when  the  University's  new  four- 
story  residence  hall  opened  last  fall. 

30      THE  ROAD  HOME 

Music  led  her  to  Los  Angeles,  but  home  for  award-winning 
songwriter/record  producer  Tena  Clark  76  remains  in  Mississippi 
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Many  alumm  have  fond  memories  of  their  tune  in 

Hattiesburg,  especially  at  hot  spots  like  the  Beverly 

Drive-in,  The  Hub  City  icon  recently  re-opened  its 

doors  to  the  public  alter  a  refurbishment 


NOTESFROM  HOME 


It  is  hard  to  believe  it  has  been  since  the  summer  2000  issue  of  The  Talon  that  I  last  penned  the 
"Notes  from  Home"  section.  I  can  promise  you  time  certainly  flies  around  this  place.  We  have  been 
blessed  with  many  opportunities  here  at  Southern  Miss,  but  you  don't  capitalize  on  those  opportuni- 
ties without  making  plans  and  then  putting  in  the  hours  to  achieve  those  plans.  It  makes  life  seem  to 
be  in  overdrive  all  the  time. 

There  have  been  many  changes  at  the  University  during  the  last  year,  and  2002  promises  to  hold 
even  more.  To  say  2001  was  eventful  would  be  an  understatement;  to  say  it  was  a  blur  would  be  more 
accurate.  At  this  time  of  year,  however,  most  are  looking  forward  and  have  made  resolutions  for  the 
new  year.  Nevertheless,  given  that  Dr.  Lucas  is  now  back  at  the  helm  of  the  University  we  thought  it 
a  perfect  time  to  reflect  to  the  good  old  days  at  Southern  Miss. 

Every  now  and  then,  usually  after  we  have  mailed  an  invitation  to  join  the  Alumni  Association,  I  get 
an  e-mail  message  or  other  piece  of  correspondence  from  one  of  our  alumni  letting  me  know  that  he 
or  she  doesn't  want  to  be  involved  with  the  University  Often  these  individuals  will  recollect  negative 
experiences  of  their  undergraduate  days  on  campus.  At  this  point,  I  typically  wonder  about  the  dis- 
position of  the  individual  involved,  or  just  consider  that  they  may  not  have  attended  the  same  South- 
ern Miss  I  did. 

Don't  get  me  wrong.  During  my  undergraduate  days,  I  had  my  share  of  parking  tickets,  unyielding 
professors  who  would  not  let  me  "over  the  hump"  with  a  grade,  and  problems  getting  paperwork  or 
payments  processed.  But  that  is  not  what  I  think  about  when  I  wax  nostalgic  about  my  undergraduate 
years  at  USM,  some  I  consider  the  best  years  of  my  life. 

When  Bonnie  Gibbs,  our  manager  of  communications,  asked  the  Alumni  Association  staff  to  recall 
a  list  of  places  we  frequented  or  enjoyed  while  in  school,  it  took  me  no  time  to  reel  off  a  list  of  five  of 
my  favorite  places  to  eat  and  socialize.  The  one  thing  they  all  had  in  common  is  that  a  smile  came  to 
my  face  with  each  and  every  location  listed.  I  hope  that  happens  for  you  in  this  issue. 

Regardless  of  your  memories  from  your  time  on  campus,  the  idea  is  to  be  in  the  midst  of  creating 
new  and  even  better  Southern  Miss  memories  right  now.  Are  you  still  connected  to  your  alma  mater? 
To  any  of  your  classmates  or  chaptermates?  To  a  favorite  professor  or  staff  member?  Do  you  ever  gath- 
er in  the  name  of  Southern  Miss  at  an  athletic  event  (even  if  it  is  on  TV),  an  arts  performance,  or  an 
alumni  chapter  function?  If  not,  you  need  to  do  so. 

These  are  important  times  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  We  are  in  the  process  of  select- 
ing a  new  president  for  the  University;  the  state  Legislature  should  be  considering  a  bill  this  session 
that  could  lead  to  a  new  method  of  appointing  College  Board  members;  and  our  athletic  department 
continues  to  move  forward  with  its  plan  to  elevate  the  Golden  Eagles  to  the  upper  echelon  of  Division 
I  athletics.  I  sincerely  hope  you  are  going  to  be  a  part  of  all  of  it. 

At  the  outset  of  this  piece,  I  mentioned  that  you  don't  capitalize  on  opportunities  without  making 
plans  and  putting  in  the  hours.  Well,  I  have  been  "putting  in  the  hours"  in  this  position  for  more  than 
three  years  now.  I  also  mentioned  that  2001  saw  many  changes  for  the  Uni- 
versity, and  the  same  can  be  said  for  me  personally.  In  April,  my  wife  Kristi 
gave  birth  to  our  first  child,  Sarah.  Sarah  has  been  a  blessing  to  our  family, 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  she  is  already  enrolled  in  Golden  Eagle  Indoctrina- 
tion 101.  As  we  start  this  new  year,  I  want  to  thank  Kristi  for  allowing  me  to 
put  in  the  time  that  I  do  to  make  Southern  Miss  a  better  place  and  for  the 
blessing  of  little  Sarah.  I  fully  realize  that  there  are  many  Southern  Miss 
memories  lying  ahead  for  my  entire  family,  and  I  cannot  wait  for  them  to  get 
here.  I  hope  the  same  is  true  for  you! 


Robert  D.  Pierce  II 
Executive  Director 
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State  Farm  is  there.® 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 
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College  Report 


■With  the  "recent  appointment  of  Robert  Rohrlack  '84  as  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority,  much 
attention  has  been  focused  on  the  University's  Department  of  Eco- 
nomic Development.  Presently,  the  department  is  working  on  sev- 
eral projects  including  a  polymer  cluster  study,  apprenticeship 
placements,  the  implementation  of  an  online  masters  degree  in 
economic  development  and  its  new  Ph.D.  program  in  international 
development. 

The  polymer  cluster  study  is  an  active  learning  opportunity  for 
the  students  enrolled  in  the  graduate  programs.  Students  are  sur- 
veying approximately  300  polymer-related  firms  throughout  the 
state  of  Mississippi  to  learn  what  the  companies  need  to  advance 
within  the  state.  The  study  will  then  generate  a  series  of  proposals 
to  the  Mississippi  Economic  Development  Authority  that  will 
stimulate  continued  growth  and  future  learning  in  the  field  of 
polymer  science. 

Another  program  the  department  has  implemented  is  the 
apprenticeship.  Before  they  graduate,  students  are  required  to  par- 
ticipate in  an  apprenticeship  and  prove  they  have  the  necessary 
knowledge  for  an  economic  development  specialist  position.  The 
department  has  been  instrumental  in  placing  students  for  appren- 
ticeships in  locations  such  as  Oklahoma,  Mexico,  Washington, 
D.C.,  North  Carolina  and  the  Stennis  Space  Center.  Dr.  David  Kol- 
zow,  chairman  of  the  department,  said  he  has  spoken  with  several 
graduates  who  said  they  found  their  apprenticeship  to  be  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  program. 

This  spring  will  see  the  first  graduates  of  the  departments  new 
Ph.D.  program  in  international  development.  The  unique  pro- 
gram, which  was  started  three  years  ago,  is  designed  for  mid- 
career  professionals,  said  Dr.  Tim  Hudson,  dean  of  international 
student  affairs/continuing  education.  "This  is  an  innovative  Ph.D. 
program  taught  in  a  non-traditional  style,"  he  explained.  "It  is  a 
research-oriented  degree  based  on  the  intellectual  and  profession- 
al needs  of  our  students." 

Future  academic  plans  for  the  program  include  offering  the  eco- 
nomic development  master's  program  online,  which  will  be  avail- 
able this  fall.  The  degree  is  designed  for  people  who  are  already 
working  in  the  field  and  want  to  further  their  education.  For  more 
information  about  the  department  of  economic  development,  visit 
www.cice.usm.edu/ecdev/mdex.html. 

-  Heather  D.  Palmer 

Editor's  Note:  For  more  information  about  Robert  Rohrlack  '84,  please  see  page  39. 


Police  Corps 
Students  Bond  with 
Area  Youth 

■  Tauren  Fairley  of  Petal  has  only  known 
his  big  brother  for  three  weeks,  but  he  can 
barely  wait  for  his  weekly  visit.  Every  time 
Mark  Mitchell,  in  his  Police  Corps  uni- 
form, walks  into  Fairley's  schoolroom  at  WL.  Smith  Elementary,  Fairley  s  face 
breaks  into  a  huge  grin  and  he  runs  to  meet  Mitchell.  Mitchell  and  Fairley 
are  two  of  1 7  pairs  of  students  and  Mississippi  Police  Corps  Academy  stu- 
dent officers  participating  in  an  innovative  mentoring  program. 

Mississippi  was  chosen  by  Big  Brothers/Big  Sisters  of  America  to  pilot  a 
school-based  mentoring  program  to  help  students  improve  self-esteem, 
develop  positive  attitudes  and  improve  grades. 

The  Police  Corps  Academy,  based  at  Southern  Miss,  became  involved 
when  the  program  was  exploring  new  ways  to  impact  youth  and  be  positive 
role  models,  said  Donald  Keith,  assistant  director  of  the  academy.  Keith  met 
Becky  Hudgms  with  BB/BS  of  Mississippi  at  a  conference  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  the  idea  of  partnering  was  born.  "We  came  back  and  implement- 
ed the  plan,"  said  Keith. 

Mentoring  is  part  of  the  academy  program  for  the  student  officers.  Each 
Friday,  they  visit  the  students  with  whom  they  were  matched-listening  to 
them,  helping  them  with  homework,  playing  sports  and  "building  a  rap- 
port," Keith  said. 

The  program  has  multiple  benefits,  said  Keith  Oubre,  director  of  the  acad- 
emy. "We're  always  looking  for  ways  to  improve  communication  between 
youth  and  law  enforcement,"  he  said.  "And  it's  good  to  give  the  officers  expo- 
sure, so  they  can  bring  those  communication  skills  to  their  careers." 

Alumna  Remembered  in  Concert 


■When  Lorena  Bessey  Mangm  '16 
of  Biloxi  passed  away  in  2000  at  the 
age  of  107,  her  friends,  family  and 
community  mourned  the  loss  of  an 
amazing  woman.  On  November  18, 
they  gathered  at  the  Nativity  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary  Cathedral  in 
Biloxi  for  a  chorale  concert  m  her 
memory.  Southern  Miss'  Southern 
Chorale  presented  a  special  perfor- 
mance, including  a  solo  by  Mangin's  granddaughter,  Kathy 

"We  performed  the  piece  the  family  has  always  known,  'Lorena,'  which 
our  composer-in-residence,  Luigi  Zaninelli,  arranged  especially  for  our 
chorale,"  said  Dr.  Gregory  Fuller,  director  of  choral  activities.  "Zaninelli  cre- 
ated an  opportunity  for  a  soprano  solo  in  the  piece,  so  Kathy,  a  teacher  her- 
self who  lives  in  Ocean  Springs,  joined  us  for  that  number." 

Mangin  earned  her  teacher's  certificate  in  1916  at  USM,  which  was  then 
known  as  the  Mississippi  Normal  College.  Generations  of  her  family  have 
attended  the  University  since. 

-Joslyn  Tinker 
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BASF  to  Team  Up  with 
Polymer  Science 

■  BASF,  a  global  company  with  annual  sales 
exceeding  $33  billion,  has  chosen  the  School 
of  Polymers  and  High  Performance  Materials 
as  a  "select  school."  Dr.  Robert  Lochhead, 
dean  of  the  College  of  Science  and  Technolo- 
gy, said  the  designation  means  BASF  will 
recruit  the  polymer  programs  graduates  and 
will  collaborate  with  the  program  on  research. 

"BASF  is  the  second-largest  chemical  company  in  the  world,  and  they 
only  choose  a  handful  of  schools  as  'select  schools,'"  Lochhead  said.  "The 
collaboration  will  involve  joint  research,  joint  publication  and  student 
internships  in  the  U.S.  and  Germany.  They  have  taken  some  of  our  gradu- 
ate students  over  to  Germany  for  a  learning  experience  in  the  summer." 

With  more  than  100,000  employees  around  the  world,  BASF  ranks 
among  the  leading  producers  and  marketers  of  chemical  and  chemical-relat- 
ed materials.  Its  core  businesses  include  chemicals,  plastics,  fibers,  colorants 
and  finishing  products,  agricultural  products,  and  health  and  nutrition. 


Vietnam  Moving  Wall  Attracts  Thousands 


■  An  estimated  30,000  residents  of  the  Pine  Belt  area  visited  the  Viet- 
nam Veterans  Memorial  Moving  Wall  during  its  weeklong  stay  on  the 
Southern  Miss  campus  November  1-7.  The  number  included  more 
than  10,000  school  children  who  came  through  in  busloads  to  view 
the  names  of  more  than  58,000  American  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives 
on  the  battlefields  of  Vietnam,  including  nearly  700  Mississippians. 

Visitors  left  hundreds  of  mementoes  along  the  base  of  the  wall  to 
show  their  respect  for  relatives,  friends  and  others  whose  names  were 
inscribed  on  the  replica  of  the  monument  in  Washington. 

A  closing  ceremony  at  Pride  Field,  site  of  the  display,  ended  the 
wall's  stay  in  Hattiesburg  before  it  was  moved  to  Gonzales,  La.,  for  its 
next  showing. 


$3  Million  Research  Center  to  Focus 
on  Hydrography 

■  Planning  is  under  way  on  a  new  S3  million 
research  center  at  the  Stennis  Space  Center  that 
will  develop  and  broaden  the  applications  of 
ocean  mapping  and  navigation  technology.  The 
Hydrography  Science  Research  Centers  organi- 
zation and  initial  research  is  supported  through 
a  $2.4  million  award  from  the  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Navy  and  a  $600,000  award  from  the 
Naval  Oceanographic  Office,  part  of  the  Naval 
Meteorology  and  Oceanography  Command, 
both  headquartered  at  Stennis. 

"The  focus  of  this  new  USM  College  of 
Marine  Sciences  enterprise  is  on  technology 
that  has  moved  the  sciences  of  charting  the  ocean  floor  from  paper  to  com- 
puter to  users  in  the  past  20  years,"  said  Dr.  Jay  Gnmes,  dean  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Marine  Sciences.  "The  Naval  Oceanographic  Office  and  the  U.S. 
Navy  are  our  first  clients,  but  we  expect  other  government  agencies,  insti- 
tutions and  industry  will  also  be  using  the  center's  sendees  for  understand- 
ing and  adapting  emerging  trends  to  their  particular  needs." 

Rear  Adm.  Kenneth  E.  Barbor,  recently  retired  from  the  Navy,  has  joined  the 
College  of  Marine  Sciences  team  as  director  of  the  center.  Dr.  Denis  Wiesen- 
burg,  Department  of  Marine  Sciences  chair,  is  acting  research  director. 

National  Economic  Center 
to  be  Built 


■  Plans  for  constructing  a  $10  million  national  economic  development  center 
in  Mississippi  are  moving  toward  fruition  under  the  guiding  hand  of  Sen.  Trent 
Lott,  R-Miss.  At  Lott's  request,  the  Veterans  Administration/Housing  and  Urban 
Development  Appropriations  Conference  Report  for  this  fiscal  year  includes  $2 
million  for  establishment  of  a  National  Center  of  Excellence  in  Economic 
Development  Education,  Research  and  Community  Semce  at  Southern  Miss. 

"Bringing  more  jobs  to  Mississippi  by  improving  our  state's  education 
system  and  public  infrastructure  is  a  primary  focus  for  me  as  a  U.S.  sena- 
tor for  Mississippi,"  Lott  said  in  announcing  the  report,  which  he  predict- 
ed will  be  brought  before  the  full  Senate  shortly. 

He  said  construction  of  the  center  will  allow  USM  to  consolidate  all  of  its  pri- 
mary economic  development  education,  research  and  outreach  programs  to 
enhance  economic  development  education,  research  and  training  opportunities. 

Robert  Ingram,  assistant  to  President  Lucas  for  economic  development. 
said  the  $2  million  earmarked  in  the  federal  budget  this  year  is  the  first  step 
m  what  the  University  hopes  will  result  in  $10  million  of  public  and  pri- 
vate monies  to  fund  construction  of  a  30,000-square-foot  facility  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Funds  also  will  be  used  for  scholarships,  internships, 
endowed  professorships  and  related  purposes,  he  said 

In  addition  to  economic  development  education,  outreach  and  \  -. 

offices,  the  planned  center  wall  house  meeting  facilities  for  both  f< a  eco 

nomic  education,  professional  continuing  education  programs,  a  compre- 
hensive research  library  and  state-of-the-art  telecommunications  capabilities. 
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Faculty  Form 
Advocacy  Group 


■University  faculty  have  formed  a  campus  advocacy  group  to 
express  their  growing  concerns  about  "continuing  budget  shortfalls" 
and  other  issues  impacting  higher  education  in  the  state.  Dr. 
William  Scarborough,  a  longtime  professor  of  history,  was  elected 
president  of  the  new  USM  chapter  of  the  American  Association  of 
University  Professors  (AAUP). 

The  USM  chapter  identified  the  following  issues  as  priorities 

•  safeguarding  academic  freedom  and  tenure 

•  promoting  high  academic  standards 

•  the  need  for  more  meaningful  faculty  participation  in  the  over 
all  planning  and  budget  process  of  the  University 

•  affirming  the  primacy  of  the  faculty  in  curriculum  matters 

•  ensuring  meaningful  faculty  participation  in  university 
governance  at  all  levels 

•  bettering  the  pay  and  benefits  for  full-time  faculty,  pail-time  faculty, 
graduate  teaching  assistants  and  staff  personnel 

•  working  towards  an  equitable  funding  formula  for  USM  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 

•  lobbying  the  Mississippi  Legislature  to  urge  creation  of  a  plan 
to  notably  improve  funding  of  higher  education 

•  collaborating  with  AAUP  members  at  other  Mississippi  institutions 
of  higher  learning,  as  well  as  with  the  USM  Faculty  Senate  and 
other  educational  advocacy  groups 

Members  of  the  chapters  executive  committee,  in  addition  to 
Scarborough,  include  Dr.  Myron  Henry,  mathematics,  vice  president; 
Dr.  Greg  O'Brien,  history,  secretary;  Dr.  Michael  DeArmey,  philoso- 
phy, treasurer;  Dr.  Paula  Smithka,  philosophy,  chapter  development 
officer;  Dr.  Eric  Luce,  educational  psychology  at  USM  Gulf  Coast, 
member-at-large;  Dr.  Robert  Coates,  engineering  technology,  mem- 
ber-at-large;  and  Dr.  Amy  Young,  anthropology,  member-at-large. 


Center  for  Financial  Services  Opens 

■  With  an  eye  on  serving  a  changing  industry  and  providing  students  with 
career  opportunities,  Southern  Miss  has  created  a  Center  for  Financial  Ser- 
vices. The  center,  which  will  be  a  part  of  the  College  of  Business  Adminis- 
tration, will  serve  to  prepare  students  for  careers  in  the  financial-services 
industry,  while  facilitating  interaction  between  the  financial-services  indus- 
try and  the  college.  In  addition,  the  center  will  provide  support  for  industry. 
"It  is  a  goal  of  the  center  to  provide  information,  such  as  economic  fore- 
casts, to  various  companies,"  said  Dr.  Michael  Melton,  center  director  and 
assistant  professor  of  economics,  finance  and  international  business. 


SGA  President  to  be  Featured  by 
National  Magazine 


■  Southern  Miss  now  boasts  a  national 
cover  girl. 

Angela  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Student  Government  Association,  will 
grace  the  cover  of  the  January  edition 
of  Student  Leader  magazine.  The  Flori- 
da-based magazine,  which  is  distrib- 
uted to  1 ,400  colleges  and  universities 
nationwide,  highlights  outstanding 
achievements  in  student  leadership. 

Patterson's   selection   followed   a 
national   search   by   the   magazine, 
which  chooses  three  student  leaders  a 
year  to  feature.  She  is  the  first  student 
from  a  Mississippi  college  or  university  to  be  chosen. 

Mike  Mitchell,  assistant  dean  of  students,  said  Student  Leader  was 
looking  for  a  student  who  applied  innovative  new  leadership  methods  to 
common  problems  facing  student  leaders,  such  as  student  apathy  and 
student  motivation.  The  magazine  was  also  looking  for  a  student  who 
was  doing  a  good  job  balancing  the  demands  of  student  involvement 
with  academic  demands. 

"This  is  a  very  big  honor,"  said  Patterson,  a  21 -year-old  senior  journal- 
ism major  from  Lubbock,  Texas.  "But  I'm  really  thrilled  about  the  publici- 
ty for  the  school  and,  since  I'm  the  first  person  from  a  Mississippi  school, 
for  the  state." 

Patterson  has  been  a  member  of  the  SGA  for  four  years  and  was  elected 
president  last  March.  She  is  a  McNair  Scholar  and  a  member  of  Delta 
Sigma  Theta. 


McNair  Scholars  Program  Selects 
12  USM  Students 

■A  dozen  Southern  Miss  students  have  been 
chosen  as  participants  in  a  federally  funded 
scholars  program  aimed  at  preparing  promis- 
ing juniors  and  seniors  for  careers  in  higher 
education.  Southern  Miss  received  a 
$760,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education  in  1999  to  launch  the  Ronald  E. 
McNair  Postbacculaureate  Scholars  Program, 
which  provides  $190,000  a  year  to  help  low- 
income,  first-generation  college  graduates 
attain  doctorates. 

The  newly  chosen  scholars  include  M.  Laquisha  Burks  of  Jackson;  Den- 
nis Clark  of  Pass  Christian;  Tamara  Clark  of  Waynesboro;  LaSoma 
Dedeaux  of  Pass  Christian;  Janice  Goodman  of  McLain;  Kimberly  Kelly  of 
Ocean  Springs;  Jeffrey  Murdock  of  Biloxi;  Maty  Rogers  of  Laurel;  Laura 
Smith  of  Canton;  Jude  Toche  of  Petal;  Carlester  Walker  of  New  Hebron; 
and  Ruth  Williams  of  Petal. 
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Nursing  Students  to  Run  for 
Lymphoma,  Leukemia 


Hold  the  Meatballs 


■  One  of  the  reasons  Jennifer  Goodwin  and  Donna  Rouse  chose  to  study 
nursing  at  Southern  Miss  is  their  mutual  desire  to  help  people  who  suf- 
fer from  illness  and  disease.  So,  it  should  come  as  no  surprise  the  two 
honor  students  trained  to  run  in  a  grueling  26.2-mile  race  to  raise  money 
for  the  Leukemia  and  Lymphoma  Society.  The  January  6  marathon  took 
place  at  Disney  World  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  and  was  expected  to  attract  about 
30,000  runners. 

Goodwin  is  from  New  Orleans  and  Rouse  is  from  Hattiesburg. 


Endowment  Honors  James 


Joe  Ferguson 


■  The  horror  of  the  September 
1 1  attack  on  America  deepened 
for  Southern  Miss  when  we 
learned  one  of  our  own,  James 
Joe  Ferguson,  was  aboard 
American  Airlines  flight  77 
when  it  was  highjacked  and 
crashed  into  the  Pentagon.  To 
honor  his  memory,  the  Univer- 
sity has  established  The  James  Joe  Ferguson  Memorial  Scholarship 
Endowment  in  Geography. 

Formerly  of  Durant,  Miss.,  Ferguson  graduated  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1984  with  a  bachelors  degree  in  geography  and  later  from  Ohio  Uni- 
versity with  a  masters  degree  in  geography.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  director  of  the  Geography  Education  Program  at  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society,  where  he  had  been  employed  for  13  years.  He  was 
accompanying  three  Washington-area  schoolteachers  and  three  stu- 
dents to  the  Channel  Islands  to  participate  in  a  deep-water  exploration 
project  known  as  JASON. 

"1  remember  Joe  very  fondly,"  said  Dr.  Tim  Hudson,  dean  of  the  Col- 
lege of  International  and  Continuing  Education.  "He  was  my  student, 
in  fact,  one  of  the  very  first  who  decided  to  'switch'  to  geography  after 
taking  my  world  geography  class.  When  I  worked  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Joe  and  I  would  get  together  on  occasion  to  share  news  and  sto- 
ries from  'back  home'  and  Southern  Miss." 

Hudson  said  the  scholarship  endowment  will  be  a  fitting  tribute  to 
Fergusons  own  intellect  and  passion  by  fostering  interest  in  the  world 
of  geography  and  maps.  "Joe  used  his  Southern  Miss  education  to  craft 
a  meaningful  and  fulfilling  career  with  the  National  Geographic  Soci- 
ety," he  said. 

Those  interested  in  making  donations  to  the  endowment  established 
at  Southern  Miss  in  memory  of  Joe  Ferguson  may  send  checks  to  the 
USM  Foundation,  Box  10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  earmarked  for 
the  Joe  Ferguson  Scholarship  Fund. 

-  Donna  UcGuxa 
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■  Students  in  Southern  Miss' 
construction  engineering 
program  leam  about  all  kinds 
of  building  materials.  They 
learn  about  cement.  They 
learn  about  steel.  They  learn 
about  wood.  And  they  leam 
about  spaghetti. 
No  meatballs,  please.  While 


you  wouldn't  expect  to  see  them  used  in  major  highway  projects  or  the 
newest  skyscrapers,  the  thin  strands  of  pasta  are  a  major  raw  material  in 
Terry  Anderson's  building  structures  class.  Each  year,  his  students  compete 
in  teams  to  see  who  can  design  and  build  the  best-looking  and  sturdiest 
bridges  with  nothing  more  than  dry  No.  8  spaghetti  and  Elmers  glue. 

"It's  not  an  original  idea,  but  it's  taken  off  here,"  said  Anderson,  an  assis- 
tant professor  in  the  School  of  Engineering  Technology.  "The  competition 
has  gotten  bigger  each  year  we've  had  it." 

The  bridges  are  judged  on  strength  and  aesthetics.  Strength  is  judged  by 
taking  the  weight  the  bridge  can  bear  and  dividing  it  by  the  weight  of  the 
bridge.  The  first-place  bridge  in  the  strength  category,  which  netted  its  six- 
person  team  the  $100  top  pnze,  held  up  under  551.95  pounds  of  pressure. 

Anderson,  who  said  the  students  are  graded  for  their  work,  said  some  of 
the  bridges  have  proven  to  be  surprisingly  strong.  "We  had  one  last  year 
that  we  couldn't  break,"  he  said.  "It  exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  machine. 
I  have  a  picture  of  it  in  my  office  with  three  of  the  biggest  men  we  could 
find  in  the  audience  standing  on  it." 

In  the  strength  category,  the  second-place  bridge  held  533.85  pounds. 
while  the  third-place  bridge  took  455.95  pounds.  The  winning  aesthetics 
bridge  was  a  delicate  trestle  bridge  that  used  single-strand  construction. 

-Jack  Mitchell 

Chi  Omega's  Songfest  Celebrates 
Golden  Anniversary 

■  In  November,  Southern  Miss' 
Chi  Omega  sorority  celebrated 
its  50th  Songiest,  an  annual  con- 
cert that  raises  funds  for  charity. 
To  commemorate  the  anniver- 
sary, alumni  who  have  partici- 
pated in  past  Songfests  were 
invited  as  special  guests  and 
were  honored  by  Chi  Omega. 

The  event  is  the  longest-running  Greek  philanthropic  effort  at  the  Uni- 
versity and  features  the  school's  fraternities  and  sororities  singing  holiday 
tunes  to  raise  money  for  the  Make -A- Wish  Foundation. 

The  Make-A-Wish  Foundation  is  a  non-profit  organization  that  gi 
wishes  for  children  facing  life-threatening  illnesses  "Our  goal  is  to  raise 
about  SI 0,000- 12. 000  to  be  able  to  gram  a  wish  to  three  area  children." 
said  Chi  Omega  President  Malisha  Turk,  a  senior  from  Hattiesburg. 
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CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  Chris 
Moore,  coordinator  of  chapter  services,  at 
christopher.moore@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


28       Southern  Miss  Campus 

International  Conductors  Symposium  Concert 

Free  admission 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 


5  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Spring  2002  Career  Fair 

For  a  list  of  participating  companies  visit 

www.cpp.usm.edu. 

Payne  Center  / 10  a.m.-3  p.m. 

7  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Lincoln  Center  Jazz  Orchestra  with  Wynton 
Marsalis,  in  concert 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 

8  Biloxi 

Mississippi  Sea  Wolves  vs.  Louisiana  Icegators 
(Alumni  night) 

Discounted  tickets  are  $10  and  must  be  pur- 
chased in  advance  through  the  Sea  Wolves  office. 
Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum  /  7:35  p.m. 

20  -  3/2  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Jane  Martin's  "Anton  In  Show  Business" 
Gilbert  F.  Hartwig  Theatre  /  8  p.m. 

21  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Bravo  Broadway  concert 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 

27       Southern  Miss  Campus 

Timothy  Deighton  Guest  Recital  (Viola) 

Free  admission 

Marsh  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 


MARCH 


1-4 


Chicago 

Women's  Basketball  at  Conference 
USA  Tournament 
DePaul  Athletic  Center 


A 


6-9 


21 


23 


Hattiesburg 

Southern  Chorale  Concert  -  Downtown  with  the  Arts 
Hattiesburg  Cultural  Center/ 8  p.m. 

Cincinnati 

Men's  Basketball  at  Conference  USA  Tournament 
Firstar  Center 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

USM  Symphony  Orchestra  Season  Concert, 
"Royal  Southern  Works" 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Doug  Varone  and  Dancers  concert 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 


26-28  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Shenandoah  Shakespeare  Express  stage  production 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 


26       Southern  Miss  Campus 

USM  Founders  Day 

Campus-wide  activities  /  8  a.m.-10  p.m. 


1 1        Southern  Miss  Campus 

Education  Recruitment  Day 

for  more  information,  visit  www.cpp.usm.edu 

Payne  Center  /  9  a.m.-2  p.m. 

12-13  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Eagle  Fest  Weekend 

22       Mobile,  Ala. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club  Mobile  Golf  Tournament 
with  special  guest 
Location  and  Time  TBA 

26       Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

USM  Foundation  Black  Tie  Dinner 
Location  and  Time  TBA 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater?    - 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  What  was  the  original  name  and  purpose  of  the 
Honor  House  on  the  USM  campus? 

2.  Who  built  Faulkner  Field  and  in  what  year  was  it 
built? 

3.  What  was  "the  Great  Streetcar  Robbery"? 

4.  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  school  year 
book  in  1914,  and  what  did  the  name  mean? 


ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  45 


ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

College  of  The  Arts 

2002 

THE  UNION  PLANTERS  BANK  CONNOISSEUR  SERIES 

presents 

The  Saint  Louis  Brass  Quintet,  Jan.  21 

Lincoln  Center  Jazz  Orchestra 

with  Wynton  Marsalis,  Feb.  7 

Bravo  Broadway  with  the 

USM  Symphony  Orchestra,  Feb.  21 

Doug  Varone  and  Dancers,  March  23 

Shenandoah  Shakespeare  Express,  March  26-28 

Promenade,  in  concert,  April  4 


FOR  TICKETS,  CALL  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  TICKET  OFFICE 
at  (601)  266-5418  or  toll  free  at  1-800-844-8425 
or  order  online  at  <www.tickets.usm.edu>.  I 

For  more  information  on  College  of  The  Arts  events,  call  (601)  266-4984  or 

check  out  our  Web  site  at  <www.arts.usm.edu>. 
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How  fast  can  we 

react  to  your  commercial 

banking  needs? 


With  so  much  on  your  mind,  the  last  thing  you  need  to  worry  about  is  banking.  Fortunately  you  don't  have  to. 

Our  business  experts  have  an  in-depth  understanding  of  your  needs,  and  they  can  respond  quickly  because  all 

the  decisions  are  made  locally.  They  also  have  the  resources  to  offer  creative,  flexible  lending  solutions. 

In  fact,  Union  Planters  Bank  has  been  named  one  of  the  top  small-business  friendly  banks  in  the  country 

by  the  United  States  Small  Business  Association.  So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

For  the  nearest  Union  Planters  location,  call  (601)  268-5421.  Time  is,  after  all.  money. 


SOLUTION: 


AUNION 

PLANTERS 

BANK 


® 


www.unionplanlers.com  ©Copyright  2001  Union  Planters  Bank.  Member  FDIC  01  1026 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 


The  McCain  Era: 

McCain,  the  President 


BY  YVONNE  ARNOLD 

University  Archives 

"If  you're  looking  for  a  revolution,  I'm 
not  your  man.  If  you're  looking  for  big 
changes  around  here,  I'm  not  your  man. 
If  you're  looking  for  someone  who  will 
endeavor  to  continue  to  build  the  school 
and  the  area  and  to  help  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, then  perhaps  I'm  your  man." 

When  President-elect  William  David 
McCain  spoke  those  words  to  more  than 
1 ,000  students  gathered  at  the  Administra- 
tion Building  in  May  1955,  he  couldn't 
have  known  that  during  his  tenure,  the 
school  would  experience  revolutionary 
changes  of  almost  Copernican  proportions. 


However,  Dr.  McCains  accomplish- 
ments during  his  20-year  term  of  office 
are  far  too  numerous  to  cover  in  a  limited 
space,  so  this  discourse  will  focus  on  a 
few  of  the  more  outstanding  events.  Per- 
haps the  first  major  accomplishment  was 
the  complete  reorganization  of  academic 
programs  into  colleges  and  schools  in 
1958.  Dr.  McCain  considered  advance- 
ment of  the  academic  program  at  USM  his 
greatest  achievement.  Moreover,  in  1959 
he  threw  the  full  support  of  the  presi- 
dent's office  behind  formation  of  the  USM 
Foundation,  the  repository  for  private 
gifts  to  the  school. 

The  first  of  two  watershed  events  that 
occurred  during  the  McCain  administration 


came  to  fruition  February  27,  1962,  when 
Gov.  Ross  Bamett  signed  legislation  desig- 
nating Mississippi  Southern  College  as  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  a  goal 
toward  which  Dr.  McCain  had  worked  since 
his  first  day  on  the  job. 

The  second  watershed  event  occurred 
September  6,  1965,  when  African-Ameri- 
can students  were  admitted  to  the  school 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  The  follow- 
ing letter,  submitted  to  the  Student  Printz 
by  Dr.  McCain,  expressed  his  expectations 
on  that  momentous  occasion: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Two  Negro  students  have  been  admitted 
to  this  institution.  These  students  will  be 
participating  in  the  various  activities  on 
campus  beginning  Monday,  September  6, 
1965.  It  is  expected  that  all  personnel 
connected  with  the  University  will  go 
about  their  affairs  in  a  "business  as  usual" 
manner.  We  are  certain  that  the  fine  con- 
duct and  spirit  of  our  people  will  manifest 
itself  during  these  times  of  change  and 
that  the  University  community  will  contin- 
ue to  show  that  we  are  "the  biggest  and 
the  best." 

In  1972  the  USM  Gulf  Park  campus 
was  established  on  the  premises  of  the 
former  Gulf  Park  College  (a  junior  college 
for  women)  at  Long  Beach.  The  site 
served  as  the  regional  campus  for  USM 


(LEFT)  DR.  WILLIAM  D.  MCCAIN  PRESENTS 
A  DOCTORAL  DEGREE  TO  DR.  WALTER 
WASHINGTON,  THE  FIRST  AFRICAN  AMER- 
ICAN TO  RECEIVE  A  DOCTORATE  FROM 
USM  OR  ANY  OTHER  IHL  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 
ADJUSTING  DR.  WASHINGTON'S  HOOD 
IS  DR.  CHARLES  MOORMAN.  DR.  WASH- 
INGTON LATER  BECAME  PRESIDENT  OF 
ALCORN  STATE  UNIVERSITY.    (CA.  1969) 
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extension  centers  located  in  the  Gulf 
Coast  area,  and  offered  upper  level  degree 
completion  programs  leading  to  degrees  at 
the  baccalaureate  and  masters  levels. 

When  he  assumed  the  presidency, 
McCain  promised  to  initiate  a  building 
program  the  likes  of  which  had  never 
been  seen.  When  the  dust  finally  settled, 
25  new  academic  buildings  and  residential 
complexes  had  been  erected  on  the  USM 
campus,  and  enrollment  during  the 
McCain  Era  increased  from  3,000  in  1955 
to  more  than  11,000  in  1975. 

While  citing  events  and  statistics  is  one 
way  of  defining  the  McCain  presidency, 
perhaps  the  best  way  to  portray  McCain 
the  President  is  in  the  words  of  those  who 
served  with  him.  Dr.  Leon  Wilber,  politi- 
cal science  professor,  described  McCain  as 
a  gentleman  and  a  scholar  who  would  not 
tell  a  deliberate  lie.  He  added  that  McCain 
had  the  demeanor  of  an  officer,  but  also 
had  a  good  sense  of  humor. 

Dr.  J.  Fred  Walker,  science  professor, 
proclaimed  McCain  the  strongest,  and  in 
many  ways,  the  best  president  in  the 
schools  history.  Walker  had  served  under 
all  of  McCains  predecessors,  and  was, 
therefore,  in  a  position  to  make  a  judg- 
ment. Walker  also  characterized  McCain  as 
more  liberal  than  previous  presidents.  To 
prove  his  point,  he  cited  his  own  involve- 
ment in  an  interracial  poverty  program 
called  "Community  Action  Program," 
which  frequently  placed  him  before  the 
cameras  of  the  local  television  station.  In 
Walkers  words,  "I  never  had  a  word  of  crit- 
icism from  him." 

In  eulogizing  McCain,  former  executive 
director  of  the  USM  Alumni  Association 
Powell  Ogletree  said  McCain  always  had 
the  interest  of  the  students  at  heart  and 
insisted  on  knowing  how  any  proposal 
would  affect  the  students.  He  encouraged 
students  to  enter  and  remain  in  school,  and 
he  personally  assisted  many  of  them  in 
securing  jobs.  According  to  Ogletree, 
McCain  was  always  "thinking,  planning, 
talking  and  writing  about  ways  and  means 
of  building  a  bigger  and  better  USM." 


GROUNDBREAKING:  THIS  SCENE  WAS  REPEATED  TIME  AND  AGAIN  DURING  THE 
PRESIDENCY  OF  WILLIAM  B.  MCCAIN  (HOLDING  SHOVEL).  (CA.  LATE  1950S) 


McCains  deans  cited  leadership  and 
the  ability  to  acquire  state  funds  as 
McCain's  strongest  points.  They  further 
described  him  as  a  man  of  integrity,  a 
man  of  his  word,  a  man  with  decision- 
making ability,  and  a  man  of  encourage- 
ment who  gave  them  freedom  and  the 
responsibility  of  making  decisions. 

Pauline  Stout,  who  worked  closely 
with  McCain  for  a  number  of  years, 
recalled  him  as  a  man  of  his  word,  who 
was  kind  but  firm,  and  who  rarely 
changed  his  mind. 

McCain  did  have  detractors,  however. 
In  1983,  former  USM  political  science 
professor  Monte  Piliawsky  wrote  a  book 
about  the  school  titled  "Exit  13,"  in  which 
he  labeled  the  University  "racist"  and  "sex- 
ist" during  the  McCain  era.  Later  in  the 
book,  he  softened  the  blow  by  adding  that 
racism  and  sexism  exist  in  all  universities, 


sions  regarding  McCain  the  President,  the 
facts  are  undeniable:  He  steered  the  insti- 
tution from  college  to  university;  guided 
it  through  the  social  changes  of  the 
1960s;  and  successfully  navigated  the  tur- 
moil generated  by  issues  such  as  the  war 
in  Vietnam.  Former  L]SM  president  Dr.  R. 
C.  Cook  said  of  McCain,  "When  the 
annals  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi history  are  written.  Dr.  W  D. 
McCain  will  be  listed  as  the  outstanding 
president  of  the  school." 

Honors  bestowed  on  McCain  by  the 
University  include  the  naming  of  a  build- 
ing, the  William  David  McCain  Library 
and  Archives,  and  the  William  D.  McCain 
Chair  of  Historv. 

In  our  next  outing,  we'll  take  a  close- 
up  look  at  "McCain,  the  University 
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Retired  Elementary  Teacher  Donates  $1.1  million  to  Festival 


On  December  5,  the  Children's  Book  Festival 
at  Southern  Miss  was  renamed  in  honor  of 
retired  elementary  school  teacher  Fay  B.  Kaigler, 
a  native  Mississippian  who  recently  contributed 
planned  gifts  of  life  insurance  and  a  charitable 
trust  to  the  festival  in  excess  of  $1.1  million. 

Fay  Kaigler,  a  longtime  supporter  of  the  festi- 
val and  the  University,  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  California  and  Mississippi  for  33 
years,  instilling  the  importance  of  reading.  She 
first  attended  the  festival  at  the  invitation  of  her 
friend  Ruth  Lamont,  a  children's  librarian  from 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  Over  the  years  the  two  traveled 
to  Hattiesburg  each  spring  to  participate  in  the 
festival.  In  1998  they  established  the  Kaigler- 
Lamont  Award  through  the  Children's  Book 
Festival  to  recognize  teachers  and  librarians  for 
distinguished  accomplishments  in  promoting 
children's  reading. 

"It  is  appropriate  that  this  festival  be  named 
the  Fay  B.  Kaigler  Children's  Book  Festival 
because  of  Ms.  Kaigler's  lifelong  interest  in  chil- 
dren and  children's  books  and  her  generosity 
which  will  create  an  endowment  to  support  this 
exciting  festival  in  perpetuity,"  said  Dr.  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas,  University  president.  "How  fortunate 
we  are  at  USM  to  have  Ms.  Kaigler  as  our  friend." 

Although  she  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University,  Kaigler's  love  of  reading  and  children 
drew  her  to  Southern  Miss  through  the 
Children's  Book  Festival.  Her  gift  to  the 
University  will  continue  the  festival's  tradition  of 
encouraging  writers  to  strive  for  excellence  in 
children's  literature  and  of  providing  informa- 
tion to  teachers  and  librarians. 

"I  was  always  interested  in  reading  books  to 
children.  I  realized  the  more  we  read,  the  more 
we  learn,"  Kaigler  said.  "If  you  start  reading  good 
literature  to  children  early  enough,  they  will 
begin  to  choose  books  that  are  more  advanced  as 
they  get  older." 

Kaigler  said  the  festival  is  a  valuable  tool  for 
librarians  and  teachers.  "The  school  librarian 
holds  an  important  job  in  the  school,"  she  said. 
"If  the  librarian  knows  about  books  that  are 
coming  out,  she  can  let  the  teachers  know.  It  is 
extremely  important  for  the  librarian  to  help  the 
teacher  do  her  job." 


USM  President  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  left,  announces  the  renaming  of  the  USM  Children's  Book  Festival  in 

honor  of  Fay  B.  Kaigler,  a  retired  elementary  school  teacher  who  has  given  more  than  $1.1  million  to 

the  festival  through  planned  gifts  and  a  charitable  trust.  Pictured  with  Lucas,  from  left,  are  Kaigler, 

Festival  Director  Rosemary  Chance,  and  Bill  Pace,  associate  vice  president  of  the  development. 


The  first  Fay  B.  Kaigler  Children's  Book 
Festival  is  slated  for  the  first  week  of  April  2002. 
It  will  be  the  35th  children's  book  festival  host- 
ed by  Southern  Miss  and  the  School  of  Library 
and  Information  Science.  Rosemary  Chance, 
director  of  the  Children's  Book  Festival,  said  the 
festival  brings  both  national  and  regional 
authors,  illustrators,  storytellers  and  other 
speakers  in  the  field  of  children's  literature  to  the 
University  campus. 

"This  generous  gift  from  Fay  Kaigler  will 
enable  the  Children's  Book  Festival  to  continue 
its  love  fest  of  children's  books  and  their  creators, 
to  expand  the  number  of  national  authors  and 
illustrators  invited  to  the  festival,  and  to  provide 
scholarships  for  the  school  and  public  libranans 
in  Mississippi  to  attend  the  festival,"  Chance  said. 

Onva  Boshears,  professor  emeritus  of  the 
School  of  Library  and  Information  Science  and 
former  festival  director,  said  Kaigler  has  long 
been  a  friend  of  the  University,  providing  schol- 
arships and  gifts  to  other  programs  such  as  the 
Kaigler-Lamont  Award  for  Librarians  and  the 
Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement.  For  the  past 


five  years  Kaigler  has  been  a  festival  patron,  pro- 
viding financial  support  for  the  event.  Kaigler  is 
also  the  benefactor  of  the  N.  B.  Kaigler  Endowed 
Scholarship  given  in  memory  of  her  brother  for 
elementary  education  majors  from  Amite 
County. 

"One  thing  she  really  cares  about  is  chil- 
dren," Boshears  said.  "She  is  someone  who 
really  made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  children 
when  she  was  teaching.  Now  she  is  making  a 
huge  difference  in  the  lives  of  others  through 
the  Children's  Book  Festival." 

"Of  course  my  church  comes  first,  but  so  few 
people  leave  money  to  something  like  the  Children's 
Book  Festival,"  Kaigler  said.  "I  felt  I  should  do 
something  to  get  people  interested  in  books." 

Bill  Pace,  associate  vice  president  for  develop- 
ment, said,  "Fay  Kaigler  is  a  very  special  person 
who  throughout  her  lifetime  has  encouraged 
young  people  to  read  and  share  their  knowledge 
with  others.  Naming  the  Children's  Book 
Festival  at  USM  for  her  is  appropriate  for  such  a 
wonderful  lady."  Ei* 

-  Donna  McGuyer 
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Herringtons  Establish  Fund 
for  Karnes  Chair 


Memories  of  Saturday  and  summer 
programs  at  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies  generate  an  over- 
whelming sense  of  gratitude  in  Dr. 
Michael  Herrington,  an  oncologist  with 
the  Forrest  General  Hospital  Cancer  Cen- 
ter in  Hattiesburg.  Through  those  pro- 
grams under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Frances 
Karnes,  Herrington  discovered  the  joy  of 
learning. 

Now,  with  a  $500,000  planned  gift 
through  life  insurance,  Michael  and  his 
wife  Jena  hope  to  ensure  future  genera- 
tions will  share  Michael's  experience  by 
establishing  the  Frances  A.  Karnes 
Endowed  Chair  Fund.  When  the  endow- 
ment reaches  funding  level,  it  will  provide 
teaching,  research  and  service  funding  in 
the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted 
Studies. 

"I  am  so  grateful  to  Dr.  Karnes  and  the 
gifted  program  at  Southern  Miss,"  Her- 
rington said.  "The  programs  were  so 
much  fun.  We  learned  a  lot  without  real- 
izing we  were  learning,  which  is  the  key 
to  good  education.  Frances  does  that  with 
her  program." 

Jena  Herrington,  a  former  Mendenhall 
resident,  enthusiastically  supports  her 
husbands  endeavor  to  honor  Dr.  Karnes 
by  providing  educational  opportunities  to 
the  children  who  will  attend  the  center. 
Recently,  both  observed  the  academically 
talented  program  and  Jena  returned  to 
volunteer.  Michael  also  assisted  the  pro- 
gram by  inviting  students  to  guided  tours 
of  the  oncology  center  at  Forrest  General. 
"My  goal  is  to  provide  the  funds  to  keep 
this  program  available  to  others,"  Her- 
rington said.  "A  student  who  attends  the 
Center  for  Gifted  Studies  may  become  the 
doctor  who  one  day  cares  for  me.  I  see 
this  as  an  opportunity  to  make  an  invest- 
ment in  the  future  and  to  give  back  to  the 
community." 

"We  are  so  appreciative  of  the  Herring- 
tons'  planned  gift,"  said  President  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas.  "It  provides  a  catalyst  for  the 
gifted  program  and  will  help  generate 
funds  for  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Endowed 
Chair." 

Ben  Samel,  associate  director  of  devel- 
opment planned  giving,  said  the 
$500,000  universal  life  insurance  policy 
is  a  "guaranteed  will"  to  endow  this  gift. 
"The  Herringtons'  youth  secures  a  low 
policy  premium  which  enables  them  to 
give  a  larger  gift  than  might  otherwise 
have  been  possible,"  Samel  said.  "In  addi- 


Frances  A.  Karnes,  left,  is  pictured  with 
Michael  and  Jena  Herrington. 


tion,  their  yearly  payments  are  tax 
deductible  as  long  as  the  Foundation  is 
both  owner  and  beneficiary  of  the  policy." 

While  neither  Jena  nor  Michael  is  an 
alumnus  of  Southern  Miss,  they  are 
staunch  supporters  of  the  University  and 
its  programs.  Although  they  graduated 
from  other  universities  and  are  non-tradi- 
tional givers,  a  number  of  their  family  and 
friends  are  USM  grads. 

"Many  people  don't  realize  what  won- 
derful programs  are  available  right  here  at 
Southern  Miss,"  Herrington  said. 

"This  planned  gift  will  in  time  benefit 
future  generations  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  as  an  endowment,"  Dr.  Karnes  said. 
"Michael  was  an  outstanding  student  who 
completed  several  of  the  center's  programs 
at  the  elementary  and  secondary  level  and 
is  currently  a  very  active  member  of  its 
advisory  council." 

Dr.  Karnes  said  the  Herrington  gift  will 
provide  support  for  the  center  in  perpetu- 
ity. "In  extending  our  sincerest  expression 
of  gratitude,  let  me  join  with  students 
who  will  be  beneficiaries  in  years  to  come, 
along  with  their  parents  and  teachers  and 
other  citizens  who  will  be  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  our  community,  state,  and 
nation,"  Dr.  Karnes  said.  JS* 

-  Donna  McGuyer 
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New  Honor  Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 

GALLERY  OF  BENEFACTORS 

Faye  Kaigler,  Miss. 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Gene  and  Karen  Carlisle, 
Memphis,  Term. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  W  Carter, 
Tampa,  Fla. 

J.  Michael  and  Jena  Herrington, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

A.J.  "Butch"  and  Nan  Oustalet, 
Gulfport,  Miss. 

CORPORATE  HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Inland  Paperboard  &  Packaging, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

National  Pan-Hellenic  Council, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Scott  Bridges, 
Pearl,  Miss. 

Michael  and  Melissa  Callahan*2, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Rosemary  Hastings  Cameron** 
by  Roger  and  Patricia  Cameron, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Jack  "Jake"  Cantwell** 

Iris  Michael  Easterling*3, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Reginald  M.  Houze, 
New  York,  NT. 

James  O.  "Buck"**  and  Juanita  Payne, 
Newton,  Miss. 

Mary  A.  Bounds  Russell. 
Meridian,  Miss. 

Ken  Simfson, 
Houston,  Texas 
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Williamsons  Share  Daughter's  Legacy  of  Love 


Ashley  Dawn  Williamson 

Tragedy  could  not  destroy  the  lesson  of  love 
and  compassion  Ashley  Dawn  Williamson 
taught  during  her  15  short  years.  The  car  acci- 
dent that  took  her  life  June  6,  1986,  did  not  end 
her  circle  of  influence.  Instead,  Ashley  Dawn  will 
help  others  for  generations  to  come  through  the 
Ashley  Dawn  Williamson  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund  for  Non-Traditional  Students. 

Ed  and  Gloria  Williamson  of  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  endowed  the  $50,000  fund  this  fall  in 
memory  of  his  teenage  daughter  who  planned  to 
attend  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Ashley  Dawn,  also  the  daughter  of  Judy  McAlpin 
Grimes  of  Georgetown,  Miss.,  had  just  complet- 
ed her  sophomore  year  at  Philadelphia  High 
School  when  the  accident  occurred. 

"Dawn  was  set  on  attending  USM,"  said 
Williamson,  a  1968  USM  graduate  who  also  holds 
a  juris  doctorate  from  the  Cecil  C.  Humphrey 
School  of  Law  at  the  University  of  Memphis.  "I 
don't  know  what  she  would  have  majored  in  but 
she  loved  the  University  and  she  loved  people." 

The  Williamsons  designed  the  scholarship  to 
assist  a  student  who  is  a  single  parent  lacking  suf- 
ficient financial  resources  to  attend  the 
University.  Their  inspiration  came  from  Dawn's 
concern  for  an  African-American  friend  who 
became  a  single  parent  while  in  high  school. 


"Dawn  grieved  for  her  friend's  lost  educational 
opportunity.  She  knew  her  friends  potential  and 
feared  the  girl  might  not  even  finish  high  school," 
Williamson  said. 

"She  looked  at  life  with  color-blind  eyes 
and  probably  rose-colored  glasses," 
Williamson  said.  "She  was  full  of  life  and  full 
of  love.  That  was  Ashley  Dawn." 

Although  the  intent  of  the  scholarship  was  orig- 
inally to  help  female  students,  Williamson  said  it 
could  also  be  used  for  a  single  father  who  has  pn- 
mary  custody  of  a  child.  "Non-traditional  help  is 
what  we're  trying  to  accomplish.  The  whole  idea  is 
for  people  to  achieve  their  potential,  to  be  able  to 
go  forward  for  themselves  and  for  their  children." 

Williamson  understands  the  plight  of  a  parent 
trying  to  provide  for  a  family  while  in  school.  He 
was  a  non-traditional  student  himself  during  his 
first  year  of  law  school,  working  a  full-time  job  to 
support  his  family  while  studying.  "I  look  back  on 
those  times  and  realize  because  I  am  male,  it  was 
easier  for  me,"  he  said.  "Single  parents,  particular- 
ly women,  have  a  difficult  time  trying  to  work 
and  go  to  school.  It  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me  had  I  been  a  single  parent  with  a  child." 

Ed  and  Gloria  are  understandably  interested  in 
issues  that  affect  women;  all  their  children  were  girls. 
The  Williamsons  have  been  active  in  politics  for 
years  and  were  instrumental  in  starting  Mississippi 
Women  in  Action,  a  political  action  committee. 

Ed  is  also  the  father  of  Kelli  Elizabeth 
Williamson  Nichols  and  Enn  Jane  Williamson 
Smith.  A  practicing  attorney  in  Jackson  and 
Philadelphia,  he  is  a  former  district  attorney  and 
circuit  court  judge. 

Gloria  is  the  mother  of  Sherry  Hales  Toler  and 
Wendy  Hales  Sparks.  She  is  a  Mississippi  senator 
representing  Neshoba  County  and  parts  of  Leake, 
Choctaw,  and  Winston  counties  and  served  as 
state  chair  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  1999-2000. 

The  Williamsons  have  been  supporters  of 
Southern  Miss  for  many  years,  most  recently 
contributing  to  the  Eagle  Club  and  to  the  Evelyn 
Gandy  Scholars  in  Political  Science  Fund. 
Although  their  giving  record  places  them  in  the 
Presidents  Circle  of  the  Honor  Club,  Williamson 


said  Dawn's  memonal  is  the  most  dear  to  his 
heart.  "I  plan  to  add  to  her  fund  and  would  be 
happy  for  others  to  do  the  same  or  find  another 
fund  they  would  support,"  he  said. 

"So  frequently,  scholarships  are  available  for 
the  typical  college  student,"  USM  President 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  said,  "But  there  is  a  fast-grow- 
ing number  of  students  who  are  non-traditional 
and  who  need  financial  support.  The  Ashley 
Dawn  Williamson  Scholarship  will  help  to  meet 
the  needs  of  these  students." 

Ed  and  Gloria  hope  Dawn's  scholarship  will 
encourage  others  to  find  ways  to  help  single, 
non-traditional  students,  particularly  women, 
who  are  struggling  for  a  better  life.  "I'd  love  to  see 
support  for  this  kind  of  fund.  That's  the  reason 
we  are  making  this  gift  public  rather  than  silent," 
Williamson  said. 

Williamson  said  Ashley  Dawn  was  a  typical 
teenager  in  many  ways.  She  wasn't  as  much  of  an 
athlete  as  her  sisters  but  her  father  treasures  a 
most-improved  player  trophy  she  received  from 
her  softball  teammates  the  year  he  coached  her 
team.  She  had  a  beautiful  singing  voice  and  an 
amazing  ability  to  see  the  potential  in  others. 
"She  was  compassion  itself,  and  she  had 
absolutely  no  concept  of  racial  divide.  She  loved 
life  and  she  loved  people,"  he  said.  Eg* 

-  Donna  McGuyer 
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What  will  your 
brick  say? 

Turn  to  page  38. 
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Scientist  Fishes  for  Cancer-Causing  Chemicals 


David  Geter  '01  is  one  of  a  new 
breed  of  scientists  looking  at  the 
effects  of  cancer-causing  chemicals  that 
find  their  way  into  the  environment. 
Unlike  some  researchers,  however,  the 
Monroe,  La.,  native  uses  fish  instead  of 
laboratory  rats  and  mice  to  test  the 
impact  ol  environmental  carcinogens  on 
human  beings. 

Geter's  doctoral  research-conducted 
through  Southern  Miss'  College  of  Marine  Sciences,  headquartered  at 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs-is  on  the  leading 
edge  of  scientific  investigations  that  are  building  acceptance  for  the 
use  of  fish  as  test  animals  in  studies  of  carcinogens  and  other  toxins. 

It  is  an  idea  whose  time  has  come,  said  USM  pathobiologist 
William  E.  Hawkins,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Coastal  Sciences 
and  Geter's  major  professor. 

"In  connection  with  large-scale  studies  on  carcinogens  at  GCRL, 
our  researchers  proved  that  using  fish  as  models  for  human  systems 
has  scientific  and  economic  advantages  over  laboratory  rats  and 
mice,"  Hawkins  said.  "We  developed  fish  uniform  in  size  and  genet- 
ics. Now  we  maintain  brood  stock  for  producing  offspring  of  Japan- 
ese medaka  and  guppies  for  research  projects  here  and  at  other  lab- 
oratories around  the  United  States." 

Hawkins  said  using  fish  gives  researchers  better  control  over 
experiments  in  that  they  are  easier  to  study  and  are  less  expensive. 


The  research  done  with  fish  models  at  the  Ocean  Springs  campus 
one  of  the  reasons  Geter  chose  to  study  here.   "The  medaka,  a  small 
aquarium  fish,  is  becoming  accepted  as  the  fish  equivalent  of  the 
lab  rat,  largely  due  to  pioneering  work  done  at  GCRL,"  he  said. 

Geter's  doctoral  research  focused  on  the  physiological  responses  of 
medaka  to  a  compound  that  is  a  byproduct  from  the  chlorination  o 
drinking  water.  The  chemical  compound  is  known  to  cause  genetic- 
damage  in  bacteria  and  is  suspected  to  be  a  potential  carcinogen. 

"I  investigated  detoxification  and  mutation,  two  processes  that  are 
steps  leading  up  to  cancer,"  he  said.  "I  found  that  the  fishs  natural 
processes  were  able  to  detoxify  the  compound  with  no  mutations 
detected,  which  is  a  good  thing  because  we  are  drinking  this  stuff." 

Geter's  results  paralleled  a  study  using  rodents,  a  fact  that  adds 
credibility  to  the  use  ol  the  medaka  in  drinking  water  studies.  The 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  is  especially  interested  in 
using  fish  in  research  on  drinking  water,  and  the  agency  has  recruit- 
ed the  30-year-old  aquatic  toxicologist  to  continue  his  research 
under  the  EPA  postdoctoral  fellowship  program. 

Southern  Miss  officials  have  put  the  final  signatures  on  his  doc- 
torate, and  Geter  now  heads  for  Research  Triangle  Park  in  North 
Carolina  and  his  position  with  the  EPAs  Environmental  Carcinogen- 
esis Division. 

The  second  student  to  earn  his  doctorate  in  coastal  sciences 
through  the  USM  College  of  Marine  Sciences,  Geter  said  he  credits 
the  collaborative  spirit  between  faculty  and  technical  staff  with 
making  a  difference  in  his  preparation  for  a  research  career.     5jk 
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BY  HEATHER  D.  PALMER 

ith  the  recent  focus  on  Col- 
lege Board  redistricting  and 
an  overwhelming  concern 
that  has  been  raised  over  teacher  pay  and 
education  reform,  it  seems  only  fitting  that 
one  of  Mississippi's  senators  is  a  previous 
educator  as  well.  Sen.  Alice  V  Harden  had 
14  years  of  classroom  educational  experi- 
ence prior  to  being  elected  into  office  in 
1987.  Since  becoming  a  member  of  Missis- 
sippi's Legislature,  Harden  has  worked  per- 
sistently to  reform  Mississippi's  school  sys- 
tems and  elevate  teachers  to  a  level  of 
respect  throughout  the  state. 

Hardens  personal  philosophy  is  simple:  "I 
believe  in  God,  the  supreme  being  and  the 
maker  of  the  universe,"  she  said.  "I  believe  in 
the  dignity  and  worth  of  all  mankind.  This 
belief  enables  me  to  have  faith  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi  and  its  people.  Mississippi  is  a 
great  state  and  I  plan  to  spend  my  time  and 
efforts  in  helping  to  make  our  state  a  better 
place  for  all  people." 

In  addition  to  her  work  in  the  Senate  and 
throughout  her  community,  Harden  has 
returned  to  school  to  pursue  a  Ph.D.  in  edu- 
cational leadership  at  Southern  Miss.  Harden 
said  a  door  opened  that  made  it  possible  for 
her  to  return  to  school  and  work  on  an 
advanced  degree,  which  she  expects  to  com- 
plete by  December  2002.  But  Hardens  edu- 
cation hasn't  been  restricted  to  the  books: 
One  summer,  while  working  on  her  doctor- 
ate, she  lived  in  one  of  USM's  residence 
halls.  She  said  the  experience  of  living  on 


campus  while  attending  school  was  a 
unique  one  that  gave  her  insight  into  what 
students  feel. 

Education  is  the  First  Door 

Harden  grew  up  as  the  third  child  in  a 
family  of  nine.  Her  parents  instilled  into 
their  children  the  value  of  a  good  education, 
which  laid  the  groundwork  for  Hardens 
future.  In  1970,  she  graduated  from  Jackson 
State  University  and  began  her  career  as  a 
teacher  in  Hinds  County,  teaching  general 
sciences  and  physical  education  for  junior 
high  and  high  school  students.  As  a  teacher, 
she  became  involved  with  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Educators,  and  hence,  a  new 
door  opened. 

As  a  member  of  MAE,  she  became 
involved  in  several  causes  and  issues  con- 
cerning the  educational  institutions  of  the 
state,  especially  teacher  issues.  Harden  held 
various  positions  within  the  association  and 
served  as  president  for  three  consecutive 
years.  As  president,  Harden  worked  for 
teacher  raises  and  initiated  the  "March  on 
the  Capital"  event  in  Jackson. 

Another  Door  Opens 

Because  of  her  work  with  MAE,  teachers 
and  colleagues  encouraged  her  to  run  for 
the  state  Senate.  Harden's  successful  cam- 
paign made  her  the  first  African-American 
female  to  serve  in  the  Mississippi  Senate. 
Since  taking  office,  she  has  worked  relent- 
lessly to  establish  positive  and  open  rela- 
tions with  educators,  parents,  community 
leaders  and  citizens  throughout  the  state. 
Harden  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  and  is  a  member  of  numer- 
ous other  committees,  including  Appropri- 
ations, Corrections,  Elections,  Labor,  and 
Universities  and  Colleges.  Further,  Harden 
represents  the  Senate  on  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Legislative 
Conference  and  is  a  commissioner  to  the 
Education  Commission  of  the  States. 

Being  named  to  these  positions  did  not 
come  easily  for  Harden.  She  said  her  great- 
est obstacle  was  convincing  people  she  was 
qualified  and  that  she  could  serve  to  the 
full  capacity  of  what  the  office  required. 
Harden  said  she  believes  women  must  go 
the  extra  mile  to  prove  themselves  in  adver- 
sity. Although  with  these  positions  come 
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long  hours,  she  doesn't  seem  to  mind. 
Harden  said  she  enjoys  meeting  her  con- 
stituents and  sharing  with  them  her  vision 
of  a  better  Mississippi. 

New  Visions  Open  New  Doors 

It  was  her  vision  of  a  better  Mississippi 
that  motivated  Harden  to  run  in  the  recent 
Jackson  mayoral  race.  She  said  Jackson 
needs  a  new  voice,  face  and  vision. 
Although  she  did  not  receive  the  most 
votes,  Harden  was  still  successful  in  shar- 
ing her  new  vision  for  the  capital  city 
through  her  campaigning. 

Hardens  visions  have  also  led  her  to 
become  active  m  her  community:  She  is 
first  vice  president  of  the  Jackson  State 
University  National  Alumni  Association 
and  is  a  life  member  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People  (NAACP).  She  currently  serves  as 
chair  of  the  Mississippi  Advisory  Commit- 
tee to  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission 
and  as  chair  of  the  Jackson  State  University 


SEN.  ALICE  V.  HARDEN 


National  Youth  Sports  Program  (NYSP). 

Future  Doors  Will  Open 

As  for  the  future  of  education,  Harden 
said  she  would  like  to  continue  to  see 
steps  taken  to  improve  the  education  sys- 


tem, including  the  implementation  of  a 
systematic  pre-kmdergarten  initiative.  She 
said  she  also  hopes  to  be  instrumental  in 
the  reconstitution  of  the  College  Board. 

Harden  is  also  seeking  funding  for  higher 
education  so  state  institutions  can  offer 
salaries  competitive  with  other  areas  of  the 
country.  Additionally  she  is  impressing  upon 
residents  the  importance  of  advancing  the 
educational  system,  including  elevating  the 
status  of  teachers  and  offering  a  K-12  system 
that  rivals  any  other  in  the  United  States. 

As  for  her  own  professional  future, 
Harden  is  prepared  for  any  door  that 
opens.  It  is  her  belief  that  she  must  always 
be  ready  for  what  the  Lord  has  in  store. 

While  no  one  knows  what  the  future 
holds,  Harden  advises  others  to  "get  a 
good  education,  prepare  yourself  for 
doors  that  open,  and  whatever  the  task, 
do  it  to  the  best  of  your  abilities.  Always 
give  back  to  the  community  and  schools 
to  make  life  better  for  others."  5^ 
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The  University  of  southern  Mississippi 
alumni  Association 

ALumnI  CoLLege  In  Sorrento 


JUNE    1  7   -   25,    2002 

From  approximately  $2,295,  per  person,  based  on  double  occupancy,  departing  from  Newark. 
Journey  to  Campania,  considered  by  many  to  be  Italy's  most  spectacular  province,  with 
its  wealth  of  antiquities,  scenic  coves  and  citrus  orchards.  Campania's  seaside  resorts  have 
been  home  to  artists,  writers  and  emperors  for  more  than  2,000  years. 

The  lovely  town  of  Sorrento  is  your  campus  site.  Built  on  a  long  cliff,  it  is  the  perfect 
base  for  excursions  along  the  coast.  Delight  in  the  calm  brilliance  of  Sorrento's  sunsets, 
its  historic  buildings  and  beautiful  gardens.  Marvel  at  the  natural  wonders  of  this 
enchanting  region,  from  the  sun-drenched  magnificence  of  the  Bay  of  Naples  and  the 
majestic  Amalfi  Coast  to  the  beautiful  Isle  of  Capri.  Journey  to  Naples,  situated  on  a 
lovely  bay  in  the  heart  of  Campania.  Visit  Amalfi,  a  charming  coastal  resort,  and 
Positano,  Italy's  most  vertical  town.  Experience  the  excavated  city  of  Pompeii.  Traverse  its 
ancient  Roman  streets  and  examine  its  preserved  ruins. 


>r  further  information  please  contact  the  university  of  souther- 
Mississippi  Alumni  association  at  601-266-5013 
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Alumnus  ditches  corporate  career  to 
make  world-class  flutes 


BY  HEATHER  D.  PALMER 


If  you  have  ever  heard  the  sound  of 
a  flute  in  the  music  of  the  Grateful 
Dead's  Micky  Hart,  the  Nitty  Gritty 
Dirt  Bands  Jim  Fadden,  Japan's  Kitaro, 
or  Germany's  Kailash,  there  is  a  very 
good  chance  you  have  heard  the  sweet 
sound  of  a  Chris  Ti  Coom  flute,  made 
by  Charles  Spieler  71. 

When  thinking  about  what  he 
would  be  doing  30  years  after  gradu- 
ating from  Southern  Miss,  Spieler 
never  dreamed  he  would  leave  corpo- 
rate America  for  a  life  as  a  Native 
American  flute  maker,  but  that  is 
exactly  what  has  happened. 

After  his  1971  graduation,  Spieler 
took  a  position  with  Kraft  Foods, 
working  up  to  the  position  of  regional 
manager.  He  continued  to  move  up 
the  corporate  ladder  and  became  gen- 


eral manager  for  D  &  L  Stained  Glass 
of  Boulder,  Colo. 

His  interest  in  the  Native  American 
lifestyle  began  when  a  man  he  was 
interviewing  for  a  job  mentioned  he 
was  a  sun  dancer.  Spieler  knew  sun 
dancers  pierced  their  pectoral  muscles 
each  year  during  a  sacred  ceremony 
and  he  asked  the  man  about  the  ritual. 
The  man  raised  his  shirt  and  showed 
his  scars.  Spieler  hired  the  man  and  as 
their  friendship  grew,  so  did  Spielers 
interest  in  Native  American  and  Lakota 
traditions. 

As  he  became  more  involved  in  the 
Native  American  lifestyle,  he  realized 
how  much  the  corporate  life  wore  on 
him  and  how  he  detested  the  dog-eat- 
dog  lifestyle.  Since  Spieler  was  a  single 
father,  he  longed  to  find  a  career  that 


did  not  require  him  to  travel  as  much, 
thus  beginning  the  process  of  seeking 
out  a  simpler  way  of  life. 

Spieler  participated  in  a  sacred 
pipe  ceremony  and  was  given  the 
Indian  name  Chris  Ti  Coom  by  a  Ute 
woman  during  this  process.  (Chris  Ti 
Coom  means  "Man  of  Good  Spirit.") 
They  told  him  he  was  a  "piper  with- 
out a  pipe."  It  was  at  this  time  he 
learned  to  play  and  began  making 
flutes  after  work  in  his  garage  for 
family  and  friends. 

The  first  few  months  of  flute  making 
were  pure  trial  and  error.  Once  he  had 
perfected  his  craft,  more  people  began 
to  show  interest  in  his  work,  and  he 
realized  that  he  could  not  continue  to 
work  a  full-time  job  if  he  wanted  to  fill 
the  demand.  So  he  approached  his 
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daughter  Sara  about  the  possibility  of 
going  into  the  flute  business  full  time. 
Sara  told  him  he  had  always  encour- 
aged her  to  follow  her  dreams  and 
that  he  should,  too.  Spieler  admits  it 
was  a  plunge  of  faith  and  a  risky  ven- 
ture, but  in  the  end  it  has  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  best  decisions  of  his  life. 

In  the  past  10  years,  Chris  Ti 
Coom  flute  sales  have  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Aside  from  his  current 
website,  www.christicoom.com,  all  of 
his  clients  are  referrals  by  word  oi 
mouth.  His  flutes  are  sold  in  more 
than  eight  countries  including  Japan, 
Switzerland,  Germany,  Holland,  Aus- 
tralia, Africa  and  England,  as  well  as 
throughout  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  one  of  the  most  recognized 
names  in  Native  American  flute  mak- 
ing and  is  used  by  more  than  30  pro- 
fessional musicians  throughout  the 
world.  Spielers  flutes  are  concert 
tuned,  adding  to  the  desire  of  profes- 
sional musicians  to  use  a  Chris  Ti 
Coom  flute.  His  hand-crafted  prod- 
ucts have  also  attracted  the  interest  of 
PBS,  which  recently  filmed  Spieler 
making  the  sought-after  flutes. 

It  takes  a  single  day  to  make  one 
flute,  but  Spieler  can  be  working  on 
several  at  any  given  time.  The 
process  of  making  a  Chris  Ti  Coom 
flute  is  always  done  in  a  spirit  oi 
respect  and  honor,  with  each  piece 
of  wood  being  honored  in  a  sacred 
pipe  ceremony  to  acknowledge  the 
transformation  taking  place  and  to 
show  appreciation  for  the  trees  and 
the  earth  that  gave  the  wood.  It  is 
the  sincere  wish  of  Chris  Ti  Coom 
that  all  those  who  hear  the  sounds 
of  the  flute  will  be  affected  in  a  good 
way.  An  image  of  Kokopelli  will  be 
found  on  each  flute  as  well  as  the 
words  Chris  Ti  Coom.  The  Kokopel- 
li is  to  remind  everyone  of  the  leg- 


CHARLES  SPIELER  WITH  A  SAMPLE  OF 
HIS  PRODUCTS.  HIS  FLUTES  ARE  SOLD  IN 
MORE  THAN  EIGHT  COUNTRIES,  AND 
CHRIS  TI  COOM  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
RECOGNIZED  NAMES  IN  NATIVE  AMERI- 
CAN FLUTE  MAKING. 


ends  of  the  god  and  his  magical  flute 
and  how  Kokopelli  assists  in  the 
realization  of  dreams. 

On  average,  Spieler  sells  about  500 
flutes  per  year  and,  as  a  result  of  the 
demand,  has  employed  the  help  of 
friend  and  fellow  flute  lover,  Richard 
"The  Crane"  Hall.  When  Hall's 
daughter  was  suffering  from 
leukemia,  her  classmates  and  friends 
made  1 ,000  origami  cranes  because 
they  are  believed  to  bring  courage 
and  strength  to  the  receiver.  Hall  also 
played  the  flute  for  her  while  in  the 
hospital;  she  is  now  in  remission. 

This  story  led  Chris  Ti  Coom  to 
create  a  line  of  flutes  known  as  the 
Crane  Flute  Series,  a  special  line  ded- 
icated to  the  healing  effects  of  music 
in  general,  and  specifically,  the  spiri- 
tual support  and  nurturing  that  can 
be  part  of  playing.  These  flutes  are 
now  being  used  in  healing  cere- 
monies and  rituals,  as  well  as  very 
specific  programs  invoking  music 
therapy,  working  with  autistic  or 
asthmatic  children,  and  hospice 
work.  Each  has  the  crane  symbol 
burned  into  the  wood  and  a  number 
showing  its  sequence  in  the  Crane 
Flute  Series.  These  flutes  receive  a 
special  blessing  after  completion. 
They  are  dedicated  to  the  specific 
healing  aspirations  of  the  owner  and 
honor  those  who  use  their  flutes  in 
service  to  others. 

Spieler  is  originally  from  Natchez 
and  Miami  and  majored  in  business. 
While  a  student  at  Southern  Miss, 
most  people  associated  him  with  the 
nickname  "Miami. "  as  a  result  of  his 
Floridian  ties. 

Currently,  he  and  Sara  reside  in 
Boulder,  where  she  is  a  college 
freshman     ?*?' 
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Alumni  Wax  Nostalgic  about  Their  Times  in  the  Hub  City 


By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


ollege  towns  have  a  certain  mystique  all  their  own.  They  are  havens  not  only  to 
those  revered  halls  of  academia,  but  also  to  watering  holes  and  eateries  where 
many  students  flee  for  a  little  rest  and  relaxation.  The  college  dorms  and  class- 
rooms as  well  as  the  local  bars  and  restaurants  have  hosted  their  share  of  good 
times  for  students,  which  is  why  many  college  memories  are  intertwined  with 
these  cities.  It's  a  safe  bet  that  as  many  Southern  Miss  graduates  look  back  on  their 
time  in  college,  they  hold  fond  memories  of  Hattiesburg  and  the  places  where 
they  joined  friends  lor  a  good  time. 


Alumni's  recollections  make  it  clear  that  students  don't  have  to  flash  a 
lot  of  cash  to  have  a  good  time,  which  is  a  good  thing  for  the  ones  who 
usually  don't  have  much  money  to  hit  the  town. 

"Back  when  I  was  in  school,  there  wasn't  a  lot  to  do  in  Hattiesburg, 
especially  if  you  didn't  have  much  money,"  said  Robert  Ingram  70,  71 . 
"Jimmy  Buffett  played  in  the  Union  just  about  every  weekend,  but  I  never 
had  a  dollar  to  see  him  play.  We  went  to  the  Beverly  Drive-in  a  lot,  but 
most  times,  my  dates  and  I  ended  up  parking  in  the  gravel  pit  overlook- 
ing the  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Course.  It  might  not  have  been  fancy,  but  at 
least  it  was  cheap." 

Hattiesburg  Mayor  Johnny  DuPree  '96,  '00  understood  the  dilemma  of 
looking  for  entertainment  on  a  shoestring  budget.  DuPree  got  married 
during  his  first  year  of  college  and  having  a  good  time  often  took  some 
creative  thinking.  Many  times,  he  and  his  wife  would  go  to  the  drive-in 
or  the  Star  Theater  downtown,  but  what  they  really  loved  was  dancing  at 
social  events  around  town.  "When  I  wasn't  working  we  also  loved  going 
fishing,  bowling  or  catching  a  ballgame  with  friends,"  DuPree  said. 

Catching  live  music  performances  at  the  Stone  Toad  was  a  favorite  pas- 
time of  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80,  a  Hattiesburg  native  and  USM's  Photo  Ser- 
vices manager.  "They  would  bring  in  pretty  good  bands  that  were  looking 
to  make  a  quick  buck  on  their  way  to  their  big  gig,"  he  said.  "And  the 
music  was  so  loud  that  it  made  your  head  hurt." 

Southern  Miss  President  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  '55,  '56  said  he  and  his 
friends  spent  much  of  their  college  time  on  campus.  "Few  students  had 
automobiles  in  the  early  1950s,  so  most  of  our  time  was  on  campus,"  he 
explained.  "We  spent  much  of  the  time  in  the  Science  Annex  lounge, 
which  was  razed  to  make  room  for  the  Union  Building,  now  McLemore 
Hall."  In  fact,  many  of  the  memories  Lucas  said  he  treasures  are  centered 
on  the  campus-time  spent  in  Bennett  Auditorium  where  chapel,  concerts 
and  lectures  were  held,  Wesley  Foundation  activities  and  dormitory  life. 

Dorm  life  also  provided  Ingram  with  long-lasting  memories.  A  known 
practical  joker,  Ingram  would  short  sheet  beds  in  his  dorm  and  also 
would  hide  remote  control  radios  in  roommates'  rooms.  When  his  room- 
mates went  to  sleep,  Ingram  would  whisper  into  the  radios.  "It  would 
drive  them  crazy,"  he  said  with  a  laugh. 

One  especially  memorable  on-campus  antic  was  Southern  Miss'  panty 
raid  in  the  1960s.  Rawls  was  among  the  men  who  took  part  in  the  raid.  "It 
took  place  during  the  campus  protests  of  the  1960s,"  he  explained.  "I 
don't  know  if  we  felt  left  out  because  we  weren't  protesting  anything,  and  1 
don't  know  what  motivated  us,  but  one  night  we  stopped  at  Panhellenic 
and  asked  the  girls  to  throw  down  their  panties.  Then  we  ran  rampant 
across  campus,  the  whole  time  eluding  the  campus  police." 

'Really,  mom,  I'm  going  to  The  Library' 

Throughout  the  decades,  several  places  in  Hattiesburg  have  offered 
refuge  for  students  weary  from  long  nights  of  studying  and  essay  writing. 
The  End  Zone,  a  sports  bar  regaled  in  black  and  gold  and  all  types  of 
Golden  Eagle  paraphernalia,  was  an  all-time  favorite  of  Tracy  Powell  '86, 
who  enjoyed  hanging  out  with  friends  and  engaging  in  any  type  of  activity 
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the  bar  had  to  offer.  Ingram  said  he  fondly 
remembered  good  times  at  the  Townhouse, 
formerly  located  in  downtown  Hattiesburg. 

Clarion-Ledger  sports  columnist  Rick 
Cleveland  75  said  he  spent  much  of  his 
free  time  at  the  library.  But  before  you  get 
too  impressed  with  Cleveland's  diligence  as 
a  student,  you  need  to  know  a  little  more 
about  this  library.  The  Library  located  off 
the  east  side  of  Highway  49  North,  was  a 
hideaway  where  good  times  flowed  as  freely 
as  the  students'  beverages  of  choice.  "It  was 
a  big  campus  hangout,  and  yes,  it  was  a  line 
that  many  Hattiesburg  teens  used  with  their 
parents  when  they  were  asked  where  they 
were  headed,"  Cleveland  said. 

Powell  recalled  sitting  on  the  toilet-seat 
bar  stools  at  Nick's  Ice  House,  a  local  pub 
that  has  become  a  mainstay  for  many 
Southern  Miss  students.  Cleveland  was 
also  a  frequent  visitor  of  this  spot.  "Nick 
Kolinsky  used  to  have  all  kinds  of  beer 
specials,"  Cleveland  said.  "I'm  afraid  I  took 
advantage  of  most  of  them." 

The  Ice  House  had  two  predecessors,  the 
original  Ice  House  and  the  Boiler  Room.  For 
Rawls,  the  bars  provided  a  perfect  place  to 
unwind  after  a  long  day  of  classes.  "The 
onginal  Ice  House  was  a  long  building  with 
a  big  wooden  loading  dock  in  the  front,"  he 
said.  "I  remember  it  was  a  great  environ- 
ment with  old  wooden  floors,  so  it  didn't 
matter  what  you  spilled  on  them." 

When  the  Ice  House  closed,  its  owners 
opened  the  Boiler  Room,  located  in  the 
actual  boiler  room  of  downtown's  America 
Building.  "[Owners]  Gene  and  Nick  would 
play  a  piano  and  banjo  sometimes,  and 
slides  with  the  song's  lyrics  would  flash  in 
the  background,"  Rawls  said.  "It  was  a 
great  atmosphere.  There  was  exposed  brick 
and  people  had  to  dodge  these  big  pipes. 
Also,  every  time  I  was  there,  I'd  hear 
'You're  So  Vain'  by  Carly  Simon." 
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The  college  student  does  not  live  by 
ale  alone.  The  typical  student  income 
does  not  allow  for  eating  out  high  on  the 
town,  so  fast  food  restaurants  and  pizza 
are  popular  choices  for  a  cheap  meal. 
Plus,  these  eateries  tended  to  be  conve- 
nient to  Southern  Miss'  campus.  Kim 
Gallaspy  '92,  '94  and  her  friends  often 
picked  up  a  quick  meal  at  Villie's  or  Sey- 
mour's, both  located  a  short  walk  from 
their  Panhellenic  residence  hall.  "We'd 
go  somewhere  close  so  we  wouldn't  have 
to  lose  our  parking  spots,"  she 
explained. 

When  Gallaspy  grew  tired  of  fast  food, 
she  would  make  tracks  to  her  parents' 
house  in  Hattiesburg  for  a  home-cooked 
meal.  DuPree  also  understood  the  value  of 
eating  at  home.  He  and  his  young  bride 
tried  to  cook  at  home  but  would  often 
dine  courtesy  of  their  mothers'  kitchens. 

When  it  came  to  off-campus  meals, 
Lucas  and  his  friends  enjoyed  The  Colle- 
gian, located  where  Elam  Arms  is  now. 
"We  liked  the  usual  hamburgers  and 
french  fries,  along  with  the  blue  plate  spe- 
cials," he  said. 

For  a  cheap  meal,  Ingram  knew  just 
where  to  look-the  Frostop  and  the  Cali- 
fornia Sandwich  Shop,  both  located  in 
downtown  Hattiesburg.  "Even  if  you  were 
really  broke,  you  could  get  three  burgers 
and  a  drink  for  a  dollar  at  the  California 
Sandwich  Shop,"  Ingram  said.  "You  could 
also  get  a  hamburger  for  a  dime." 

Another  inexpensive  meal  for  students 
was  a  hot  dog  from  the  hot  dog  vendor  on 
the  corner  of  Hutchinson  and  Hardy 
streets.  "It  was  my  first  exposure  to  sauer- 
kraut," Rawls  said.  "I  also  remember 
Speed's  Restaurant,  which  was  nice  but 


not  meant  for  a  college  student's  budget." 

As  sports  editor  and  executive  editor 
for  The  Student  Printz,  Sean  Murphy  '96 
spent  much  of  his  time  at  Southern  Hall 
in  "The  Dungeon,"  the  nickname  he  and 
his  associates  had  for  the  basement 
dwelling  of  the  school  newspaper.  "I  prac- 
tically lived  at  Southern  Hall,  so  a  lot  of 
times  we  ate  breakfast  at  Seymour's  and 
lunch  at  Taco  Bell,  or  we  would  just  go 
shoot  the  bull  at  the  Union,  anywhere 
close,"  Murphy  said.  "But  when  I  could 
afford  it,  you  just  couldn't  beat  the  Crescent 
City  Grill." 

When  these  Southern  Miss  students  did 
have  a  little  change  in  their  pockets,  or 
were  being  treated  by  parents,  they  didn't 
have  to  look  far  to  find  some  heavenly 
dishes.  "We  used  to  go  eat  at  Ma  Twilley's 
Boarding  House  on  North  Main  Street  for 
lunch,"  Cleveland  said.  "She  had  the  best 
fried  chicken.  I  always  loved  Jimmy 
Faughn's  for  dinner,  especially  when  my 
dad  was  buying.  I  loved  the  steak  and  that 
house  salad  dressing  they  made." 

Cleveland  also  mentioned  a  favorite 
restaurant  of  Ingram's,  the  Oaks,  formerly 
located  on  Hardy  Street.  "No  matter  what 
you  ordered,  they  always  brought  you 
hamburger  steaks,  fries  and  a  piece  of 
bread,"  Ingram  said.  "You  just  couldn't 
beat  their  burgers." 

Lunch  time  was  an  ideal  time  for  Powell 
to  get  together  with  friends.  "We  had  a 
fun  lunch  group,"  Powell  said.  "A  bunch 
of  us  would  load  up  in  the  car  and  eat  out 
whenever  we  could.  We  liked  going  to  the 
North  Heights  Restaurant,  which  had  a 
'meat  and  three'-you  could  get  a  meat  and 
three  vegetables.  We  also  liked  going  to 
Raoul's  Mexican  Restaurant.  Sometimes, 
we  would  go  to  Jerrys  Buffet  for  fried 
chicken  and  see  who  could  eat  the  most.  I 
know  they  hated  seeing  us  come  in." 
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Part  of  the  college  experience  centers  on 
athletic  events,  and  that  was  definitely  the 
case  for  Ingram  and  his  friends.  "The  best 
times  we  had  were  going  to  football 
games,"  Ingram  said.  Whenever  there  was 
a  ball  game,  Ingram  and  his  friends  would 
load  up  in  his  Volkswagen  and  drive  until 
they  saw  stadium  lights  in  the  sky.  They 
just  couldn't  get  enough  of  football. 

Murphy  also  used  athletic  events  to  get 
together  with  fnends,  but  he  used  these 
opportunities  to  meet  new  people.  Hailing 
from  New  York,  Murphy  admitted  doing 
some  pretty  outrageous  things  during  his 
freshman  year  to  meet  people  and  make 
new  friends.  The  trim  Murphy,  who  says 
now  he  can  make  fun  of  his  slightly  round 
college  figure,  had  a  shirt  emblazoned  with 
"Murph  Maniac"  and  would  dance  during 
basketball  games.  A  local  sportscaster  once 
described  him  as  having  "shake,  rattle  and 
a  whole  lotta  roll." 

Murphy  discovered  intramural  sports 
after  his  freshman  year,  leading  to  his 
crowning  achievement:  He  and  his  friends 
brought  down  a  group  of  undefeated  fra- 
ternity brothers  in  field  hockey.  "We  were 
definitely  anti-fraternities,  the  rabble  of  the 
campus  under  the  influence,"  he  said. 
"But,  it  was  all  worth  it  when  we  beat 
them  and  got  to  watch  them  cry  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  sorority  sisters." 

Cleveland  also  has  fond  memories  of 
participating  in  intramural  sports.  His 
team  played  for  the  schools  intramural 
softball  championship  once  but  lost  to  a 
team  starring  several  Golden  Eagle  foot- 
ball players.  "Also,  I  once  competed 
against  Ray  Guy  in  the  softball  throw  in 
the  intramural  track  meet,"  he  said.  "He 
only  beat  me  by  97  feet." 

Dixie  Standifer  Brock  '4 1  said  she 


remembers  when  the  football  team  pulled 
off  an  upset  against  a  much  larger  school. 
"Some  of  the  students  and  all  of  the  ball 
team  felt  we  should  have  a  holiday  for  the 
win,"  she  explained.  "When  the  adminis- 
tration said  no,  a  large  group  of  students 
left  class  and  went  to  Hattiesburg  High 
School,  where  the  high  school  students 
were  in  assembly.  The  principal  very  kind- 
ly let  us  do  our  version  of  the  Big  Apple 
dance  on  the  stage,  and  the  college  admin- 
istration didn't  punish  us." 

Gallaspy  has  cherished  memories  of  tail- 
gating  at  football  games  with  other  stu- 
dents and  staying  up  late  to  finish  home- 
coming floats.  "We  always  had  a  lot  of  fun 
at  homecoming,  working  on  the  float  and 
just  staying  up  that  late  visiting  with 
friends,"  Gallaspy  said.  "That's  what  I 
remember  most." 

College  is  about  getting  an  education, 
but  it  is  also  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
make  friends  and  memories  to  last  a  life- 
time. When  Southern  Miss  grads  come 
back  to  the  town  of  their  carefree  college 
days,  they  are  met  with  a  flood  of  memo- 
ries of  a  time  when  they  were  just  begin- 
ning their  life  journeys.  The  memories  of 
those  times  still  echo  down  Hardy  Street 
and  throughout  the  Southern  Miss  cam- 
pus, ensuring  that  those  days  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

Judy  Smith  '97,  '99  is  currently  pursuing 
her  doctorate  in  mass  communications  from 
Southern  Miss.  She  chronicled  the  storied 
rivalry  between  Southern  Miss'  Golden  Eagles 
and  the  University  of  Louisville's  Cardinals  for 
the  summer  issue  oj  The  Talon.  5!& 
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Residential  Living:  A  Visual  Tour 

21st      Century      Dorm      Life      Arrives      at      USM 


Community  bathrooms  and  noisy 
halls  became  a  thing  of  the  past 
when  Southern  Miss'  new  four- 
story  residence  hall  opened  last  fall.  As 
the  dorms  383  residents  discovered,  the 
still-unnamed  hall  offers  a  new  brand  of 
on-campus  living. 

For  starters,  the  residence  hall  is 


home  to  both  males  and  females.  Two 
wings  are  dedicated  for  females,  and  one 
wing  is  reserved  for  males.  Men  are 
allowed  to  enter  the  front  main  desk 
area-which  encompasses  the  media 
room,  study  room,  classrooms,  laundry 
and  kitchen-from  8  a.m. midnight. 
To  reside  in  the  dorm,  students  must 


be  upperclassmen  and  must  have  a  mini- 
mum grade  point  average  of  2.5.  And 
according  to  Lorinda  Krhut,  director  of 
Housing/Residence  Life,  most  residents  are 
involved  in  leadership  activities  on  cam- 
pus, including  organizations  such  as  the 
band  and  honor  sororities  and  fraternities. 
"The  dorm  will  remain  reserved  for  stu- 
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dents  of  this  caliber,"  she  said. 

Another  unique  aspect  of  the  resi- 
dence hall  is  the  size  of  its  individual 
rooms.  Designed  for  two  residents,  each 
unit  is  a  roomy  13  by  13  square  feet, 
and  floor-to-ceiling  heights  range  from 
10  feet  to  1372  feet.  Each  room  has  a 
private  bathroom  and  a  microwave  and 


refrigerator.  And  gone  are  the  days  of 
losing  sleep  over  noisy  neighbors:  The 
building's  thick  insulation  muffles  noise, 
ensuring  hallways  are  quiet. 

The  new  residence  hall  also  offers 
several  work  areas  for  occupants-all 
conveniently  located  on  the  first  floor. 
There  is  a  media  room/lounge  with 


rocking  chairs  and  a  big-screen  TV;  the 
area  usually  hosts  student  meetings. 
Residents  can  also  enjoy  an  activity 
room,  which  soon  will  feature  weights 
and  workout  equipment,  and  down- 
stairs is  a  laundry  room  and  a  Luge 
kitchen  complete  with  a  stove,  full-sired 
refrigerator  and  freerer.  and  microwave. 
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Additionally,  there  is  a  study  room,  two 
classrooms,  and  a  computer  lab  with  10 
personal  computers  and  a  printer. 

While  life  in  the  new  dorm  does  carry 
a  higher  price  tag  than  other  residence 


halls  on  campus,  Krhut  said  students 
don't  seem  to  mind.  "It  costs  $250  more 
a  semester  to  live  in  the  new  dorm,  but 
every  student  I  talk  to  said  it  was  worth 
it,"  she  said.  "They  love  [the  new  dorm]. 


They  think  it's  the  greatest  thing  since 
sliced  bread." 

For  more  information  about  the  new  residence 
hall,  please  contact  Residence  Life  at  (601) 
266-4783. 
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WILL  MARTENS,  SECOND  FROM  LEFT,  OF  SHELL  FINISH 
LINE  HANDS  A  810,000  CHECK  TO  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTH- 
ERN MISSISSIPPI  PRESIDENT  AUBREY  K.  LUCAS  AS  RAY 
LONG  OF  LONG  DISTRIBUTORS,  LEFT,  AND  BRAD  BRIAN 
OF  COCA  COLA  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PRESENTATION.  THE 
SHELL  FINISH  LINE/SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  HOMECOM- 
ING SCHOLARSHIP  GOLF  TOURNAMENT  RAISED  THE 
MONEY  FOR  THE  UNIVERSITY'S  LEGACY  FUND,  WHICH 
PROVIDES  SCHOLARSHIPS  TO  CHILDREN  OF  USM  ALUMNI. 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Alumni  Association  extends  its  gratitude  and 

appreciation  to  the  sponsors  and  participants 

of  the  2001  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss 

Alumni  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament.  This  tournament  marked  the 

third  year  with  major  corporation 

sponsorship  and  was  also  the  third  year  the 

Alumni  Association  tournament  was  played  at 

Canebrake  Golf  Club  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  tournament  featured  60  players  in  the 
morning  round,  147  in  the  afternoon 
round,  and  42  sponsors.  This  was  our 
largest  field  to  date.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
all  involved,  the  Alumni  Association  was 
able  to  present  a  third  golf  tournament  pro- 
ceeds check  of  $10,000  to  the  USM  Foundation  to  benefit  the 
Legacy  Scholarship  Fund.  The  Legacy  Fund  was  established 
three  years  ago  at  the  first  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss 
Homecoming  Scholarship  Tournament.  In  the  future,  this  fund 
will  be  awarded  to  children  of  alumni  to  ensure  that  USM 
builds  a  lasting  legacy  of  Southern  Miss  families. 
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Music  led  her  to  Los  Angeles,  but  Tena  Clark's  home  remains  in  Mississippi. 


By  Dana  L  McCranie 

The  road  trom  Tena  Clark's 
hometown  of  Waynesboro, 
Miss.,  to  her  current  resi- 
dence in  Los  Angeles  would 
appear  to  be  a  long  one.  Yet,  after  a  few 
minutes  of  conversation  with  Clark  76, 
it  is  apparent  the  road  home  is  never  that 
long.  In  fact,  the  award-winning  song- 
writer/record producer  and  president 
and  CEO  of  Disc  Marketing  makes  it  a 
point  to  travel  down  that  path  often, 
usually  with  her  15 -year-old-daughter, 
Cody,  in  tow.  Although  Cody  has  grown 
up  in  Los  Angeles,  Clark  wanted  to 
expose  her  child  to  Mississippi.  She  has 
brought  her  daughter  to  the  rural  fields 
of  her  childhood  several  times,  and  those 
trips  have  made  quite  an  impression  on 
young  Cody. 

Case  in  point:  When  Cody  was  given 
an  assignment  to  write  a  paper  about  "my 
town,"  she  chose  to  wnte  about  the  farm 
where  her  mother  was  raised.  "The 
weather,  population  and  the  comfort  that 
1  get  from  my  town  will  keep  me  coming 
back  there  until  the  end  of  my  time,"  she 
wrote.  "...When  it  is  my  day  to  pass  on,  I 
will  become  a  part  of  this  paradise  and 
replenish  it  with  even  more  life,  love  and 
happiness  than  it  has  provided  me." 

Several  years  ago,  Clark  relied  on  a 
similar  love  of  home  to  give  her  the 


strength  she  needed  to  achieve  success  in 
the  competitive  music  industry.  Current- 
ly, she  is  a  successful  songwriter  and 
record  producer,  and  her  company,  Disc 
Marketing,  is  exceeding  expectations  and 
industry  norms.  The  company  produces 
enhanced  CD-ROMs,  music  CDs  and 
Internet  content  for  a  growing  list  of 
high-profile  clients  including  United  Air- 
lines, Air  Force  One  and  Two,  Toyota, 
General  Mills,  Sears  and  Target.  About  70 
percent  of  the  company's  business  is  ded- 
icated to  enhanced  CD-ROMs,  and  the 
other  30  percent  is  strictly  music. 

Clark  came  up  with  the  idea  for  Disc 
Marketing  after  spending  many  years  as  a 
successful  songwriter  and  record  produc- 
er in  Los  Angeles,  but  her  devotion  to 
music  began  at  an  early  age.  She  said  she 
has  had  her  sights  set  on  the  music  busi- 
ness since  she  was  10  years  old,  and  that 
passion  was  fueled  further  in  college. 

Clark  said  she  was  so  focused  on 
music  while  at  Southern  Miss  that  despite 
her  academic  scholarship  and  her 
involvement  with  Phi  Mu  sorority,  she 
wanted  to  quit  school  and  hit  the  road 
with  whatever  band  she  was  a  part  of  at 
the  time.  However,  Clark's  father  told  her 
if  she  didn't  finish  college,  he  would  not 
offer  her  any  financial  assistance. 

She  immediately  sat  down  with  the 
University's  catalogue  and  discovered  the 
quickest  route  to  graduation-a  degree  in 


elementary  education.  Following  her 
father's  wishes,  Clark  walked  across  the 
stage  in  1976  and  received  a  diploma. 
Immediately  afterwards,  she  walked  out, 
hopped  in  a  van  with  her  band  and  equip- 
ment, and  headed  to  Atlanta  for  a  gig. 

If  Clark  could  have  foreseen  her  future 
as  a  successful  businesswoman,  she  said 
she  would  have  majored  in  business  and 
minored  in  music.  Following  graduation, 
she  started  a  thriving  promotions  compa- 
ny in  Jackson  named  Sunburst  Produc- 
tions, which  was  a  launching  pad  for  this 
unstoppable  woman.  While  she  enjoyed 
the  success  of  the  production  company, 
she  knew  her  talent  was  as  a  writer.  After 
leaving  Jackson,  Clark  worked  in 
Nashville,  where  she  realized  her  talent  at 
that  time  was  more  directed  toward 
rhythm  and  blues  music.  So,  armed  with 
the  encouragement  and  support  of  musi- 
cians such  as  Hal  David  and  Burt 
Bacharach,  she  moved  to  Los  Angeles. 

Since  making  that  move  17  years  ago, 
Clark  has  worked  with  artists  such  as 
Gladys  Knight,  Patti  LaBelle,  Olivia  New- 
ton-John and  many  others.  She  wrote  the 
hit  song  "Reservations  For  Two"  for  her 
idol,  Dionne  Warwick,  and  her  commercial 
claim  to  fame  is  the  "Have  You  Had  Your 
Break  Today"  campaign  for  McDonalds. 

Her  successful  move  into  the  country 
music  arena  was  made  after  some  coax- 
ing from  her  agent/lawyer.  The  Country 
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Music  Association  recently  recognized 
Clark's  song,  "That's  the  Beat  of  a  Heart," 
as  one  of  the  top  performed  country 
songs  of  the  year.  The  song  appeared  in 
the  film  "Where  The  Heart  Is."  She  has 
written  songs  for  many  other  films 
including  "My  Best  Friend's  Wedding," 
"Hope  Floats,"  "French  Kiss,"  "Twins"  and 
"The  Five  Heartbeats." 

In  addition  to  her  ASCAP  honor, 
Clark  was  named  one  of  today's  most 
influential  women  in  the  American  music 
industry  by  "Women  on  Top,"  and  was 
named  Entertainment  Woman  of  the  Year 
for  2001  by  Women  in  Business.  In  Feb- 
ruary she  will  perform  the  NASA  theme 
song  she  composed  for  the  Space  Station 
and  shuttle  launches. 

These  days  Clark's  most  amazing  feat 
seems  to  be  her  skyrocketing  company. 
Disc  Marketing's  office  is  located  in  a  for- 
mer firehouse  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  and 
possesses  an  atmosphere  like  no  other. 
The  building  has  retained  the  firehouse 
charm  and  also  features  lively  paintings, 
a  family  of  talented  employees-53  to  be 
exact-who  seem  happy  to  be  there  and, 
of  course,  a  fire  pole.  The  pole  begins  in 
Clark's  office  and  runs  down  into  the 
lobby.  (Considering  the  fun-loving  staff, 
one  can't  help  but  wonder  how  often  the 
pole  is  used.)  Additionally,  Clark  is 
building  what  will  soon  become  the 
largest  digital  studio  in  Los  Angeles. 

Disc  Marketing  is  currently  responsi- 
ble for  several  high-profile  projects, 
including  music  programming  for  United 
Airlines  and  Air  Force  One  and  Two. 
Some  of  the  company's  most  recent  CD- 
ROMs  were  produced  for  Toyota,  Betty 
Crocker  and  Target.  Found  on  those  CD- 
ROMs  are  songs  from  Lyle  Lovett,  Smash 
Mouth,  Jennifer  Lopez,  The  Go  Go's,  and 
Earth,  Wind  and  Fire,  to  name  a  few. 

The  company  has  also  produced  an 
enhanced  CD-ROM  in  remembrance  of 
the  events  of  September  1 1  entitled 
"Voices  of  Hope,"  which  offers  uplifting, 
well-known  songs  sung  by  a  choir  Clark 
arranged.  The  positive  message  of  the 
CD-ROM  is  further  enhanced  by  speech- 
es from  historical  leaders  and  humanitari- 
ans including  John  F  Kennedy,  Mohandas 
Gandhi,  Mother  Teresa,  the  Dalai  Lama 
and  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 


"Voices  of  Hope"  is  especially  mean- 
ingful to  Clark  because  she  was  at  the 
corner  of  46th  Street  and  Broadway  in 
New  York  City  when  the  terrorists 
struck.  The  experience  was  as  life  chang- 
ing for  her  as  it  has  been  for  many 
Americans.  Clark  said  she  realized  the 
divisions  that  exist  in  America  aren't 
important.  "The  most  important  thing  to 
me  in  my  life  at  this 
point  is  to  live  a 
blessed  life,"  she  said. 

Clark  said  she 
spends  most  of  her 
free  time  with  fami- 
ly, which  includes 
her  partner  Genno- 
ry  daughter  Cody 
and  Gennory's  two 
children.  "We  just 
spend  everyday  try- 
ing to  live  life  to  the 
fullest  with  our 
kids,"  she  said. 

Whether  it  is 
work  or  family, 
Clark  never  seems  to 
slow  down.  Her 
motivation,  passion 
and  contagious  ener- 
gy have  brought  her 
this  far,  and  they 
will  continue  to  take 
her  as  far  as  she 
wants  to  go.   The 
way  Clark  sees  it, 
her  beginnings  are 
as  much  a  part  of 
who  she  is  as  her 
present  accomplish- 
ments are.  Clark 
said  her  inspiration 
has  always  been  her 
mother,  who  was  a 
songwriter  in  the  Big 
Band  era  and  was 
writing  music  almost 
until  her  death  last 
April. 

Her  home  state 
also  holds  a  special 
place  in  Clark's  heart. 
"1  wouldn't  trade  any 
place  in  the  world  for 
growing  up  in  Missis- 


sippi," she  said.  While  Clark  spends  a 
large  amount  of  time  traveling-she  is 
often  in  New  York  City  one  day  and  in 
Los  Angeles  the  next-she  never  misses 
an  opportunity  to  retreat  back  to  the 
hometown  she  so  loves.  "Of  all  the 
places  I've  been  and  seen,  I  know  my 
soil,  the  soil  of  my  soul,  is  due  to  where 
I  was  raised,"  she  said.  5£ 


A  MUSIC  INDUSTRY  LEADER,  TENA  CLARK  IS  AN  AWARD 
WINNING  SONGWRITER/RECORD  PRODUCER  AND  PRESIDENT 
AND  CEO  OF  DISC  MARKETING.  HER  SONGS  HAVE  APPEARED 
IN  SEVERAL  FILMS  INCLUDING     WHERE  THE  HEART  IS. 
"MY  BEST  FRIEND'S  WEDDING     AND     HOPE  FLOATS. 
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Classes  of  '41,  '42  Reunite 

■  Several  members  of  the 
classes  of  1941  and  1942  met 
for  a  reunion  in.  October  in 
Meridian.  The  group  has 
been  holding  mini  reunions 
since  the  1980s. 

In  attendance  were  Dixie 
Standifer  Brock  of  Northport, 
Ala;  Dorothy  Hardy  Chesnut 
of  Gadsden,  Ala;  Kitty 
Saunders  Currie  of  Meridian; 
Hattie  Pearl  Walker  Decell  of 


Left  to  right,  Irene  (Ogburim)  Gray,  Kitty 
(Saunders)  Currie,  Loletia  (Cooper) 
Soule  and  Claudia  (Hall)  Tannehill 


Jackson;  Irene  Ogburn  Gray  of  Wooster,  Ohio;  Lois  Carlton  Parker  of 
Georgetown,  Texas;  Abbie  Bourgeois  Rogers  of  Hattiesburg;  Loletia  Cooper 
Soule  of  Mendian;  and  Claudia  Hall  Tannehill  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Others  who  were  unable  to  attend  but  sent  letters  were  Marian  Walley 
Barwick  of  Plant  City  Fla.;  Kay  Grimes  Kingsberry  of  Heber  Springs,  Ark.; 
Clo  Kinch  Laird  of  Hattiesburg;  Mary  White  Massengale  of  Tyler,  Texas; 
Lynn  Willis  McCord  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Hazel  Overall  Watkins  of 
Hattiesburg;  and  Dulcie  Davidge  Webster  of  Alexandria,  Va. 

Southern  Miss  Friends  Celebrate 
Graduation 

■  Marcelle   Davis  Sumrall 

Selph  '41  recently  celebrated 

the  60th  anniversary  of  her 

graduation  from  Southern 

Miss    at    the    Hattiesburg 

home  of  her  daughter,  Sara 

Davis.   On   hand   for  the     :  _,,,,  _ 

event     were,     from     left,     ^Hjg^  m  1 

Martha    Eventt    Tye    '84; 

Melinda  Box  Ezell  '94;  Marcie  Davis  Dyal  '94;  Cheri  Can  Davis  '93; 

Marcelle  Selph;  Scott  G.  Davisx  '94;  Yuba  Jane  Hendrick  Sotile  '53;  Steve 

Selph;  Kathryn  Sotile  Mette  '81,  '83;  T.  M.  "Mac"  Sumrall  Jr.  '67;  and 

Cheryl  Nester  '82. 


New  Life  Members 

Thanks  to  each  of  you  who  renewed  a  membership  in  the  USM 
Alumni  Association.  We  welcome  the  following  new  Lifetime 
Members  to  our  Association: 

LANA  S.  JOHNSON 

CLARKE  C.  BARATTI 

CHARLES  A.  BANKS 

LORI  HASSON  HADLEY 

LARRY  DOUGLAS  BROOKS 

N.  JILL  WILSON  VARNES 

APRIL  MORRIS  FUNSTON 

SANDRA  ROBINSON  LINDSTROM 

NACIE  VIRGINIA  HEATHCOCK  HAYES 


Golf  Tourney  Raises  $10,000  for 
Legacy  Fund 

■  The  Shell  Finish 
Line/Southern  Miss  Alum- 
ni Homecoming  Scholar- 
ship Golf  Tournament 
raised  $10,000  in  dona- 
tions for  Southern  Miss' 
Legacy  Fund,  which  pro- 
vides scholarships  to  the 
children  of  USM  alumni. 

With  this  year's  dona- 
tion, more  than  $30,000  has  been  raised  for  the  scholarship  fund,  which 
is  administered  by  the  USM  Foundation.  President  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  was 
on  hand  at  Hattiesburg's  Canebrake  Golf  Club  October  26  to  accept  the 
donation  on  the  fund's  behalf. 

"The  third  annual  tournament  was  the  most  successful  to  date,"  said 
Mark  Boyles,  tourney  director  and  associate  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  "We  had  more  than  200  golfers  participate,  and  we  raised 
more  than  $10,000  for  the  Legacy  Fund,  which  our  tournament  bene- 
fits. We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sponsors  and  participants  who  made 
this  possible." 


COMING     THIS     SPRING 


SflfflB@fi" 


>  Searchable  &  updateable 
alumni  directory 

>  Event  registration 

>  Class  Notes 

>  Permanent  e-mail  addresses 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is 
launching  a  new  website.  Look  for  details 
in  the  Spring  2002  issue  of  The  Talon. 
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Alumni  Association  Chapter  Presidents  Directory 


ALABAMA 

Birmingham 

John  Gordon 
206  Ivy  Brook  Trail 
Pelham,  AL  35124-1996 
Tel     (H)  205.620.5465 
CW)  205.620.0909 
jdgordon35 1 24@msn.com 
wvvw.southemmissblTam.com 

Mobile 

Leigh  Breal 

6721  Southwind  Drive 
Biloxi,  MS  39532 
Tel     (H)  228.396.9966 
CW)  334.433.5616 
Fax    (W)  334.433.5617 
\\aid01<'l'u'llc>ulunim<  i  null 

Montgomery 

J.  Bret  Becton 
418  River  Oaks  Drive 
Wetumpka,  AL  36092 
Tel     (.H)  334.514.6612 
CW)  334.215.2434 
Fax    (W)  334.215.7879 
bbecton@cgov.aum.edu 

North  Alabama  (Huntsville) 

Eddie  Adams 
515  Carrs  Brook  Road  SE 
Huntsville,  AL  35803 
Tel     (H)  256.880.9571 

(W)  1.800.986.7909 
Fax    (W)  256.883.7801 
edeagle@earthlink.net 
http://usm.salug.org 

COLORADO 

Denver 

Margie  Jepson 
8270  S  Kearney  St. 
Denver,  CO  80112 
Tel     (H)  303.779.1578 
(W)  303.988.7580 
Fax    CW)  303.989.4805 
MPl@mgma.com 

FLORIDA 

Orlando 
Chip  Loftin 
310  Stream  View  Way 
Winter  Spring,  FL  32708 
Tel     (H)  407.971.1037 
CW)  407.865.6836 
Fax    (W)  407.865.6852 
cloltin@mpinet.net 


Panama  City 

Billy  Warner 

2916  Kings  Harbour  Road 
Panama  City  Beach,  FL  32405 
Tel     (H)  850.769.5361 
CW)  850.747.8131 
Fax    (W)  850.873.8333 
wgw442@bellsouth.net 

Pensacola 

Gene  Klos 
1814  E.  Moreno  St. 
Pensacola,  FL  32503 
Tel     (H)  850.434.6892 
(W)  850.435.4771 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta 

Larry  Harvill 
3712  Bayside  Cove  NW 
Acworth,  GA  30101 
Tel     (H)  770.917.0722 
(W)  770.644.5130 
Fax    (W)  770.644.4105 
lharvill@bigloot.com 
www.atlantamafia.com 

LOUISIANA 

Baton  Rouge 

Gary  Fulton 
16438  Abshire  Ave. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
Tel     (H)  225.755.1824 
(W)  225.765.0431 
gary  f@ldeq.org 

Northshore 

Sharon  Herrin 
1318  Patriot  Drive 
Slidell,  LA  70458 
Tel     (H)  504.643.5655 
(W)  504.643.2992 
sherrin@bellsouth.net 
www.geauxeagles.com 

MISSISSIPPI 

Adams  County 
Chip  Sturdivant 
24  Oakwood  Lane 
Natchez,  MS  39120 
Tel     (H)  601.442.2185 
(W)  601.442.7970 
Fax   (W)  601.442.4828 

George  County 

Marsha  Peters 
567  Cowart  St. 
Lucedale,  MS  39452 


Tel     (H)  601.947.7431 
(W)  601.947.3849 
Fax    (W)  601.947.8078 
jacksinc  l@aol.com 

Gulf  Coast  Metro 

Patricia  Benefield 
100  Bayou  Circle 
Gulfport,  MS  39507 
Tel     (H)  228.864.1295 
Fax    (W)  228.896.6003 
hanley96@aol.com 

Haltiesburg  Metro 

Sean  McGee 
1304  Sandalwood  Drive 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 
Tel  (H)  601.261.3f45 
(W)  601.705.2199 
Fax  (W)  601.705.2209 
seanmcgee@msn.com 

Jackson  County 

Scott  Leslie 
1805  Burnt  Oak  Drive 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  39564 
Tel     (H)  228.875.3647 

CW)  228.696.0000,  270 
scottleslie@prodigy.net 

Jackson  Metro 

Kim  Farmer 
723  Versailles  Drive 
Ridgeland,  MS  39 f  57 
Tel     (H)  601.856-2974 
(W)  601.353.1307 
Fax    (W)  601.353.1505 
kfarmer977@aol.com 
www.geocities.com/usm- 
jackson 

Jones  Count) 

Mike  Chancellor 
13  Summer  Trace  Blvd. 
Laurel,  MS  39440 
Tel  CH)  601.425.2138 
CW)  601.649.7911 
Fax  CW)  601.428.8711 
mikec@c-gate.net 

Lauderdale  County 

Brad  Reynolds 
8063  Pinewood  Drive 
Meridian,  MS  39305 
Tel     CH)  601.737.4682 

C\V)  1  800  ooo  0260 
Fax    CW)  601.693.5873 

Lincoln  County 
Robert  Wojcik 
PO.  Box  3277 


Brookhaven,  MS  39603 
Tel  (H)  601.835.0564 
(W)  601.833.0036 
Fax  (W)  601.823.5616 
rwcijcik@anet2.com 

Marion  County 
David  Shows 
428  Church  St. 
Columbia,  MS  39429 
Tel     (H)  601.736.6222 
(W)  601.736.4956 
dshows@cblink.com 

Newton  County 

Carol  Vickers 
PO  Box  841 
Decatur,  MS  39327 
Tel     (H)  601.635.2949 
CW)  601.635.2111 

Northeast  Mississippi 

Dwayne  Blackmon 
2310  Shady  Wood  Drive 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 
Tel     (H)  662.840.8025 
(W)  662.842.3611 
Fax    CW)  662.842.0012 
Dblackmn@bellsouth.net 

Northeast  Central 

Christopher  Pulliam 
PO.  Box  5258 
Columbus,  MS  39704 
Tel     CH)  662.328.6469 
(W)  662.323.1628 
pulliam@ebicom.net 

Pearl  River  County 

Chris  Wise 
1 1  Tildon  Wise  Road 
Carnere,  MS   39426 
Tel     CH)  601.798.4965 
CW)  601.798.1380 
Chnstopheiwise@vahoo  com 

Pike  County 

Lance  Varnado 
PO.  Box  812 
McComb,  MS  39649 
Tel    (H)  601.684.3096 
CW)  601.684.4193 
Fax    CW)  601  084.4195 
lvarnado@telepak.net 

Wayne  Count) 
Eric  Waldron 
PO.  Box  88^ 
Waynesboro,  MS  39367 
Tel     CH)  601  671.0323 


(W)  601.735.5001 
Fax  (W)  601.735.4797 
usmgold@netpathway.com 

TENNESSEE 

Memphis 

Charles  "Andy"  Stogner 
1895  Brentwood  Trace 
Southaven,  MS  3867 f 
Tel     (H)  662.349.9402 
(W)  662.393.7083 
dukeboyl974@aol.com 

Nashville 

Heather  Creel 
396  Sims  Lane 
Franklin,  TN  37067 
Tel     (H)  615.591.7199 
(W)  615.591.0456 
creel@bellsouth.net 

TEXAS 

Dallas/Fort  Worth 

Becky  Sullivan 
3400  Waketon  Road 
Hower  Mound,  TX  75028-2403 
Tel     CH)  972.539.0102 
(W)  972.778.3014 
blsullivan@att.com 

Houston 

Judith  Kochenower 
7919  Woodland  Oaks  Court 
Houston.  TX   77040 
Tel     CH)  713.983.8629 
CW)  713.6S6.4850 
Fax    CW)  713. 086.4956 
Kochenower@ir.sr.  v-Q-.r. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Bret  K.  Boyles 
228-B  12th  SE 
Washington.  DC  20003 
Tel     (H)  202  270 

CW)  703  54S  5632 
Fax  CW)  202  22-  2262 
bkbl@aoUoi" 

GENERAL  CONTACT 
INFORMATION 
Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association 
Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  $9406 
Tel     60    266.5013 
Fax    601  266  -214 
alumni(t?usm.edu 
www  alumni.usm 
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Let  There  be  Light 

South  Mississippi  Electric  Power 
Association  and  USM  Physical  Plant  workers 
erected  lights  for  the  USM  football  practice 
fields  on  the  north  side  of  the  campus.  The 
Golden  Eagles  used  the  fields  for  the  first 
night  practice  sessions  in  university  history. 

The  $100,000  project  was  funded  by  dona- 
tions in  memory  of  the  late  Joe  P  Park  of 
Memphis,  Term.,  a  longtime  Southern  Miss 
football  fan.  Donors  include  Parks  best  friends 
and  business  partners  Gary  Parr,  Cliff  Doyle, 
Gene  Gibson  and  Larry  Piste r.  The  men  also 
established  the  Joe  P  Park  Golf  Endowment. 

Wiles  Earns  All- 
Conference  Honors 

1  Southern  Miss  junior  soccer  forward 
Tricia  Wiles  earned  a  spot  on  the  Conference 
USA  All-Conference  Second  Team,  which  was 
announced  at  the  C-USA  Tournaments  pre- 
tournament  banquet. 

Wiles,  who  was  a  member  ot  the  All- 
Conference  USA  Third  Team  last  season,  led 
the  Lady  Eagles  in  overall  points,  goals,  and 
shots.  Wiles  finished  with  25  points,  including 
11  goals  and  three  assists.  She  reeled  off  49 
shots  with  a  .224  shot  percentage.  Wiles'  best 
game  of  the  season  came  in  an  8-0  win  over 
Nicholls  State. 

Women's  Cross 
Country  Posts  Highest 
Finish 

The  Southern  /ML 

Miss  women's  cross 
country  team  post- 
ed its  highest  finish 
at  the  Conference 
USA  Cross  Country 
Championships  in 

late  October,  finishing  eighth  in  the  meet  held 
at  Overton's  Lake  Kristi. 

Janet  Rono  was  the  top  finisher  for  the  Lady 
Eagles,  making  the  all-conference  team  with 
her  fifth-place  finish  with  a  time  of  20:22.5  in 
the  6K  race.  Rounding  out  the  top  five  finish- 
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es  for  Southern  Miss  finishes  included  Jessica 
Crump  (49)  with  a  time  of  22:20.7,  Ken 
White  (51)  with  a  time  of  22:23.4,  Rose  Kurui 
(56)  22:28.5,  Oby  Amadi  (70)  23:02.5.  Other 
Lady  Eagles  finishes  included  Tomeka  Shaffer 
with  a  time  of  24:13.2,  Karen  Tankersley  at 
24:14.6,  and  Jenny  Combs  at  27:20.2. 

Baseball  Announces 
2002  Schedule 

1  Thirty-three    home 
dates,  including  con- 
tests    with    in-state 
rivals        Mississippi 
State  and   Ole  Miss, 
along      with      seven 
teams  that  participated 
in     NCAA     Sub-Regional 
Tournaments,  including  College  World  Series 
participants  Nebraska  and  Tulane,  along  with 
the  McNeese  State  Tournament,  highlight  the 
2002  Southern  Miss  baseball  schedule. 

"We're  very  excited  about  our  schedule  for 
the  2002  season,"  fourth-year  Southern  Miss 
Head  Baseball  Coach  Corky  Palmer  said.  'We 
always  try  to  play  the  best  competition  that 
will  not  only  challenge  our  club  but  also  pre- 
pare us  for  Conference  USA  competition. 
We're  going  to  be  a  young  club  this  year  so  we 
need  to  be  ready  to  play." 

The  Golden  Eagles  open  the  2002  season 
with  four-straight  home  contests,  three  with 
Lipscomb  and  a  single  with  South  Alabama, 
before  traveling  to  Lake  Charles,  La.,  to  partic- 
ipate in  the  McNeese  State  Invitational.  Then 
Southern  Miss  will  play  single  games  at  New 
Orleans  and  with  Ole  Miss  before  hosting 
Buffalo  for  three  games,  Louisiana-Monroe  for 
two  and  a  three-game  series  with  Eastern 
Illinois  before  beginning  Conference  USA  play 
at  TCU  on  March  15-17. 

Once  conference  action  has  begun,  non- 
conference  contests  with  Alabama,  two  with 
Mississippi  State,  Mississippi  Valley  State,  New 
Orleans,  South  Alabama  and  Southeastern 
Louisiana  will  be  sprinkled  around  the  confer- 
ence schedule. 
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NO.  23  •  FORWARD 

PHOENIX  MERCURY 

Traded  to  WNBAs  Phoenix  Mercury  in 
the  2000  WNBA  draft,  Reed  led  the  Min- 
nesota Lynx  in  both  scoring  (16.1  points 
per  game)  and  rebounding  (6.0  points 
per  game)  in  the  1999  season.  Selected 
by  Minnesota  as  the  first  overall  pick  of 
the  1999  WNBA  expansion  draft. 
Reached  the  1998  WNBA  Championship 


Mercury  in  1998  in  field-goal  percentage 
(.526).  Named  1995-96  Conference  USA 
Player  of  the  Year,  and  to  the  1995-96 
All-Conference  USA  First  Team,  after 
averaging  21.7  points  per  game  and  1 1.6 
rebounds  per  game  for  Southern  Miss. 


Week  for  the  weeks  ending  January  7, 
1996,  and  February  19,  1996.  Named 
Southern  Miss'  Comeback  Player  of  the 
Year.  Was  MVP  of  Florida  International 
University  Classic. 
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tep  to  the  Tee 
in  Style 


and  show  your  Southern  Miss  support  with 
these  Logo  Golf  Shoes  from  Signature  Golf 
and  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 


All  Leather 
Uppers 

Leather  Lined 


J  Waterproof  I  Padded  Collar 

"J  Molded  Outsole      I  1  Year  Warranty 
with  Soft  Spikes 


Order  your  pair  today! 

Now  you  can  own  a  pair  of  these  Southern  Miss  Golf  Shoes 

(logo  shoe  bag  included)  at  an  alumni  discount  price  of 

only  $99.95  (Reg.  $115). 

Complete  the  form  below  and  return  it  to:  Southern  Miss 

Alumni,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


Name: 


Address: 


City: 


State/Zip: 


Daytime  Phone: 
E-mail: 


Shoe  Size: 


(Available  sizes:  7-15;  medium  and  wide) 

Payment  Method 

□  Check     QVISA     □  MasterCard 


Exp.  Date 


Amount  $ 


Name  As  It  Appears  On  Card: 


Southern  Miss  Softball  Signs  Five 

1  Southern  Miss  softball  coach  Gay  McNutt  announced  the  signing  of  five 
future  Lady  Eagles  to  national  letters  of  intent  for  the  2002-03  school  yea 
Three  come  from  Texas,  one  is  from  Florida  and  one  is  from  Maryland. 

Ashley  Brenan  (Fr.,  3B/2B,  Spring,  Texas),  Chanty  Butler  (Jr.,  SS/Utility. 
Pensacola,  Fla.),  Ashley  Davis  (Fr.,  SS,  Chesapeake  City,  Md.),  Jessica  Huerta 
(Fr.,  SS,  Pearland,  Texas)  and  Danielle  Wymer  (Fr.,  P/1B,  Houston,  Texas) 
make  up  the  list  of  signees  for  the  Lady  Eagles  in  the  early  signing  period. 

The  2002  Southern  Miss  softball  season  begins  February  12  with  ; 
home  doubleheader  against  McNeese  State  beginning  at  5  p.m. 

Golden  Eagles  Sign  Outstanding  Golfer 

£  Head  Coach  Steve  Johnson  has  added  his  first  mens  golf  signee  of  tr 
fall  signing  period.  The  new  Golden  Eagle  is  Daniel  Dennis  of  Collierville, 
Tenn.  The  5-7,  140-pound  senior  plays  at  Rossville  Academy  in  Rossville. 
Tenn.,  where  he  has  posted  an  outstanding  athletic  and  academic  record. 

Dennis  is  ranked  number  85  on  Golfweek  magazines  Top  100  players. 
He  also  has  earned  MVP  honors  on  his  high  school  team  for  the  past  four 
years  and  won  athlete  of  the  week  honors  from  the  Memphis  Commercial- 
Appeal  in  Memphis  after  winning  the  Class  A  State  School  Golf 
Tournament  with  a  69. 

Bower  Family  Recognized  for  Endowment 

I  The  entire  family  of  Head  Football  Coach  Jeff  Bower  was  recognized  at 
the  Homecoming  game  for  their  efforts  in  raising  $300,000  for  football 
endowments  in  memory  of  Kristen  Bower. 

Presenting  the  black  and  gold  plaque  were  President  Aubrey  Lucas: 
Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannmi;  and  Krandall  Howell,  president  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation.  On  hand  to  receive  the  honor  were 
Jeff's  parents,  Tom  and  Shirley;  Jeff  and  Debbie  Bower;  and  daughter 
Stephanie.  Jeff's  brother,  Tom,  was  unable  to  attend. 

Each  year,  the  family  sponsors  a  major  golf  tournament  in  Atlanta  to 
fund  the  endowment. 
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Time  to  Rock  the  Coast 

I  Plans  are  under  way  on  Rock  the  Coast  II, 
held  at  the  Beau  Rivage  Resort  and  Casino  April  26- 
27.  Now  in  its  second  year,  die  event  gathers  alumni 
and  friends  together  to  celebrate  Southern  Miss. 

On  April  26,  a  golf  tournament  will  be  held  at 
noon  at  Windanee  Country  Club;  there  will  be  a 
$75  fee.  That  evening,  a  black-tie,  invitation-only 
event  will  be  held  at  the  Biloxi  Convention  Center  On  April  27.  a  leadership 
breakfast  will  be  held  at  Beau  Rivage  at  7:30  a.m..  with  a  board  meei  rig 
the  USM  Foundation,  Alumni  Association  and  Athletic  Foundation  to  follow. 
A  deck  party  will  take  place  from  1:30-4  p.m..  with  invited  guests  including 
current  coaches  Jeff  Bower  and  James  Green  and  former  players  including 
Adalius  Thomas,  T.J.  Slaughter  and  Todd  Pinkston. 

The  Beau  Rivage  Resort  and  Casino  in  Biloxi  is  currently  offering  room 
rates  of  $119  per  night.  Reservations  must  be  nude  through  The  Eagle 
Club,  (601)  266-5299 

For  more  information,  sec  .id  on  page  2. 
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EAGLECLUB 


The  year  2001  set  another  record  in  giving 
to  the  Eagle  Club.  Cash  donations  exceed- 
ed $3  million  for  the  second  year  in  a  row, 
and  annual  giving  increased  to  $1.57  million. 
This  year  the  Eagle  Club  has  commitments  total- 
ing $2.9  million  to  fund  the  scholarships  for  our 
student-athletes.  Additionally,  the  Eagle  Clubs 
endowment  now  totals  more  than  $2.2  million, 
which  provides  5  percent  of  the  endowment  total 
to  the  Eagle  Club  to  offset  scholarship  costs. 

Increasing  the  size  of  our  endowment  will  be 
essential  to  the  long-term  health  of  the  Eagle 
Club  campaign.  Endowment  dollars  became  a 
primary  target  for  our  capital  campaign  to  ensure 
we  are  able  to  meet  future  scholarship  costs 
impacting  our  athletic  program.  The  following 
endowments  now  have  reached  the  level  where 
student-athletes  receive  partial  scholarship  pay- 
ments-the  Bill  and  Amanda  Broadhead  Football 
Endowment  and  the  James  and  Mary  Carraway 
Athletic  Scholarship 

Additionally  Allen  Doyle-the  leading  money 
winner  on  the  Senior  PGA  tour,  first  recipient  of 
the  Charles  Schwab  Cup  and  recent  winner  of 
the  Senior  Slam-doubled  the  value  of  the  Doyle 
Family  Golf  Endowment,  which  provides  schol- 
arship aid  to  our  women's  golf  program. 

The  following  endowments  were  initiated  in 
2001  and  soon  will  provide  scholarship  assis- 
tance for  our  student-athletes. 

•  The  Bettye  Reeves  Sones  Lady  Eagle  Basketball 
Endowment,  initiated  by  Drs.  Jon  and  Christy 
Thornton. 

•  The  Michael  and  Melissa  Callahan  Football 
Scholarship  Endowment.  Michael,  a  former 
Southern  Miss  football  player,  is  currently  the 
public  service  commissioner  for  south 
Mississippi. 

•  The  Jeff  Bradley  Golf  Scholarship,  initiated  by 
his  brothers  Kim  and  Todd  Bradley. 


•  The  Neal  Stokes  Golf  Scholarship,  initiated  by 
Neals  friends  and  co-workers  at  Stokes 
Distributing. 

•  The  J.G.  Molleston  Golf  Endowment,  initiated 
by  Michael  and  Shelley  Molleston,  who  are  also 
the  main  contributors  to  the  James  Ray 
Carpenter  Golf  Endowment  and  active  members 
of  our  prestigious  Circle  of  Champions  program. 

We  also  would  like  to  recognize  our  newest 
Circle  of  Champions  members,  Buddy  King,  a 
former  Southern  Miss  football  player  who 
recently  received  special  recognition  status  on 
the  Southern  Miss  Football  Team  of  the  Century; 
Gene  Carlisle  of  Memphis,  who  has  been  a 
tremendous  supporter  of  the  USM  Foundation; 
and  the  Beau  Rivage  Resort  and  Casino  located 
on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  Circle  of  Champions  program  plays  a 
major  role  in  our  capital  campaign.  Membership 
is  based  on  providing  a  minimum  of  $100,000 
(can  be  paid  over  a  10-year  period)  to  facility 
improvements  for  Southern  Miss  athletics. 

Soar  to  a  New  Level  with  the  Eagle  Club 

•  For  those  donating  $125  to  $1,000,  just  move 
up  one  level. 

•  For  those  donating  more  than  $1,500,  just  add 
a  minimum  of  10  percent  to  your  2002  Eagle 
Club  contribution. 

•  To  qualify,  membership  and  full  payment  must 
be  received  by  April  30,  2002. 

•  These  limited  edition  bags  can  be  personalized 
for  only  $10.  You  will  have  a  choice  of  picking 
up  your  briefcase  from  the  Pat  Ferlise  Center 
or  having  it  mailed  directly  to  your  home  for  a 
$10  shipping  and  handling  charge. 

For  those  who  want  to  become  new  members 
of  the  Eagle  Club,  or  for  additional  information 


on  this  offer,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  office  at 
(601)266-5299. 

Looking  Toward  the  Future-the  Junior  Eagle 
Club  and  Kid's  Corner  programs 

Today's  children  are  the  future  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  two  pro- 
grams are  running  full-speed  ahead  to  make 
youngsters  feel  a  part  of  the  University.  The  Junior 
Eagle  Club  is  a  program  designed  to  keep  children 
actively  involved  in  Southern  Miss  athletics 
throughout  the  year.  Children  have  players  as 
Eagle  buddies,  form  the  greeting  line  for  the  team 
after  halftime,  and  have  special  T-shirts  acknowl- 
edging their  membership.  The  Junior  Eagle  Club 
is  a  year-round  program  open  to  all  children.  For 
a  fact-filled  brochure,  call  the  Eagle  Club  today  at 
(601)  266-5299. 

Another  program  is  our  Kid's  Corner  program, 
which  is  designed  to  allow  children  to  attend 
Southern  Miss  sporting  events  at  reduced  fees, 
that  are  generally  paid  by  benefactors.  From  the 
Boy  Scouts  to  church  groups  to  the  entire 
Hattiesburg  Youth  Football  Recreation  Program, 
children  have  had  the  opportunity  to  experience 
Southern  Miss  athletics  firsthand. 

Southern  Miss  would  like  to  thank  the  many 
donors  who  have  made  this  program  possible. 
The  following  benefactors  have  provided  the  dol- 
lars necessary  to  allow  large  groups  to  attend  our 
events:  Dr.  Ron  Brent,  who  brought  more  than 
700  Boy  Scouts  tickets;  Dr.  Aaron  Puckett,  who 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Hattiesburg 
Youth  Football  Program  to  the  Tulane  game; 
Marvin  Shemper  of  Shemper  and  Sons;  Sunbeam 
Corporation  in  Hattiesburg;  John  Bosco;  Larry 
Payne;  and  Raymond  Van  Norman.  We'd  also 
like  to  thanks  the  hundreds  of  fans  who  pur- 
chased quantities  ranging  from  one  ticket  to  25. 
It  was  very  much  appreciated.  BS 


Rock  the  Coast  II 

It's  time  to  mark  your  calendars  for  next  year's  Rock  the  Coast  II,  set  for  April  26-27  at  the  Beau  Rivage  Hotel  and  Casino  in  Biloxi.  With 
help  from  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM  Foundation,  we  are  planning  numerous  activities  to  make  this  our  greatest  event  ever. 
We  have  arranged  for  a  golf  tournament  on  April  26  at  the  Mark  McCumber-designed  Windance  Country  Club.  April  27  will  include 
an  afternoon  deck  party  that  will  be  attended  by  many  Southern  Miss  head  coaches,  including  Jeff  Bower  and  James  Green;  several  of  our 
current  NFL  players;  and  other  dignitaries.  Additionally,  we  are  coordinating  for  spa  treatments  and  fishing  excursions.  Additional  infor- 
mation is  available  by  calling  the  Eagle  Club  Office  at  (601)  266-5299. 
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BY  GUS  CABRERA   '96 


Sit  down  for  an  adventure  filled 
with  anxiety,  sorrow  and  hope  as  well 
as  loyalty,  honor  and  love.  It  is  about  a 
journey  two  Golden  Eagle  fans  and  1 
took  to  the  Independence  Bowl  in 
Boise,  Idaho,  to  help  support  the  black 
and  gold  warriors. 

The  first  leg  of  the  trip  began  with 
me  picking  up  my  road  trip  buddies 
in  Jackson  and  Memphis;  from 
Memphis,  we  headed  to  Nashville, 
where  we  were  to  catch  our  flight  to 
Boise.  When  we  arrived  at  Nashville's  airport,  specifically  the 
check-in  gate,  the  first  bad  omen  appeared.  The  ticket  clerk 
informed  us  that  our  flight  had  been  canceled  because  ol  bad 
weather  in  Chicago,  but  the  airline  would  be  willing  to  put  us  on 
another  airline  carrier.  We  accepted  the  offer  and  were  issued  tick- 
ets—with only  10  minutes  to  make  the  gate  on  the  other  side  of 
the  airport.  Luckily,  we  made  our  flight  just  in  time. 

OK,  so  a  small  bump  in  the  road.  It  was  no  big  deal  until  we 
landed  in  Chicago  and  realized  we  had  15  minutes  to  catch  our 
flight  to  Boise.  After  much  running,  we  made  it  to  our  gate  with  five 
minutes  to  spare.  Panting  from  our  sprint,  my  friends  and  I  asked 
the  gate  clerk  if  we  were  late.  She  shook  her  head  and  with  a  smile 
said,  "I'm  sorry  but  the  flights  out  of  O'Hare  have  been  grounded 
until  further  notice  due  to  a  bad  snow  storm  from  the  Northeast." 
This  was  the  second  omen  that  I  should  have  stayed  home. 

To  kill  time,  my  friends  and  I  sat  at  the  airport  bar.  At  10:30  p.m. 
we  started  to  wonder  whether  we  would  make  the  games  kick-off, 
which  was  set  for  noon  the  next  day.  Around  that  time,  a  man 
approached  us  and  asked  if  we  were  going  to  the  bowl  game.  He 
introduced  himself  as  Tom,  a  local  reporter  for  the  NBC  Boise  affili- 
ate, and  said  he  wanted  to  do  a  story  tracking  our  adventure  to  the 
game.  My  friends  and  I  did  not  believe  him-he  just  didn't  seem  the 
reporter  type-but  we  allowed  him  to  use  us  for  his  story.  Tom  fol- 
lowed us  everywhere  around  the  airport,  taking  pictures  of  us  and 
writing  details  about  our  lives  back  home. 

Eventually,  we  boarded  an  11:45  p.m.  flight  to  Boise.  I  had  a 
window  seat  and  was  able  to  look  out  of  the  window  as  we  head- 
ed west  over  Montana.  I  saw  beautiful  mountains  and  rivers  as  the 
moon  reflected  off  the  water.  This  is  turning  out  to  be  a  very  good 


"Our  plane  touched 

down  in  the  Boise  airport 

at  1:30  a.m.,  and  Tom's 

camera  crew  welcomed 

us  at  the  gate  with  big 

lights  and  video  cameras. 

We  greeted  the  cameras 

back  with  battle  cries  of 

S-O-U-T-H-E-R-N." 


trip,  I  said  to  myself. 

Our  plane  touched  down  in  the 
Boise  airport  at  1:30  a.m.,  and  Tom's 
camera  crew  welcomed  us  at  the  gate 
with  big  lights  and  video  cameras.  We 
greeted  the  cameras  back  with  battle 
cries  of  S-O-U-T-H-E-R-N. 

After  a  few  hours  of  sleep,  my  friends 
and  I  went  to  the  stadium  to  check  out 
the  scenery.  As  we  were  walking  around 
the  tailgate  area,  we  notice  a  bar  called 
The  Potato.  We  entered  the  bar  so  we 
could  call  Tom.  Inside,  there  were 
Vandal  fans  already  taking  shots  of 
alcohol.  They  invited  us  to  participate,  but  we  said  no.  Soon  after, 
Tom  arrived  with  his  crew  and  shot  more  footage  of  us  before  the 
game  started. 

The  game:  We  lost. 

Afterwards,  we  ate  dinner,  walked  around  Boise  and  enjoyed  the 
time  we  had  left  there,  even  though  we  had  lost.  As  we  were  leaving 
the  next  day,  Tom  presented  us  with  a  tape  of  the  story  he  did  about 
our  bowl  game  experience. 

Our  flight  home  met  similar  obstacles  as  our  flight  to  Boise.  We 
were  delayed  in  Denver,  which  especially  stung  because  not  only 
did  we  lose  the  bowl  game,  but  it  was  possible  we  were  going  to 
spend  New  Years  in  an  airport.  Thankfully,  we  landed  in  Nashville 
before  midnight,  and  my  friends  and  I  brought  in  the  New  Year  in 
my  car,  driving  to  Memphis.  Once  we  arrive  at  my  friends  house, 
we  popped  in  the  tape  Tom  gave  us.  Our  story  had  aired  twice  on 
the  local  news,  at  noon  and  10  p.m.  Needless  to  say,  it  was  embar- 
rassing, and  that  day  we  swore  no  one  would  ever  be  allowed  to  see 
the  tape. 

The  next  day  I  was  back  home  in  New  Orleans  and  pleased  to  see 
the  season,  and  the  trip,  over.  Looking  back  on  the  Independence 
Bowl  adventure,  I  realize  that  overcoming  all  of  the  obstacles  we  did 
just  to  see  the  Golden  Eagles  play  is  part  of  being  a  true  fan.  But 
maybe  our  next  adventure  won't  make  the  local  news. 

If  you  hove  a  Southern  Miss  memory  you  would  like  to  sham, 
please  send  it  to  The  Talon,  do  Southern  Miss  A/umm  Ass<  i  i 
Box  5013.  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406.  Or,  you  can  e-mail  if  to 
alumni@usm.edu.  The  Talon  reserves  the  right  to  edit  storit  - 
clarity  and  length. 
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Paving  the  Future  of  Southern  Miss 


f 


YOU  NOW  HAVE  A  GREAT  OPPORTUNITY  to  commemorate  your  time  at  Southern  Miss,  honor  or  remember  a  loved 
one  or  recognize  a  new  graduate  by  donating  a  personalized  brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the 
University  Plaza  surrounding  the  fountain  and  extending  from  the  Hub  to  Cook  Library.  All  money  raised  for  the 
brick  program  will  be  designated  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Legacy  Fund.  In  keeping  with  the 
desire  to  promote  family  loyalty  and  pride  in  offering  quality  education  for  future  Southern  Miss  alumni,  this 
permanent  endowment  will  award  scholarships  to  qualified  children  of  alumni  for  years  to  come. 


L 


4"  x  8"  Brick  Paver 
$100.00 


SUSAN  HUNT 

HOLLANDSWORTH 

1978,  1981 

JIM 

HOLLANDSWORTH 

:"  x  8"  Brick  Paver 
$250.00 


CURT  REDDEN 

AND 

PETRA  SCHNEIDER 

REDDEN 


16": 


16"  Limestone  Paver 
$500.00 


GRATMDBANK 

In  God  We  Trust 


16"  x  16"  Corporate  Limestone  Paver 
$1,000.00 


Please  complete  the  order  form  below  and  return  it  with  your  donation  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Office  of  Advancement, 
Box  10013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406.  Questions  regarding  brick  orders,  logos  tor  corporate  bricks  or  order  form  for  16x16  limestone  bricks 
may  be  directed  to  the  Office  of  Advancement  at  (601)  266-6025.  Credit  card  orders  may  be  faxed  to:    (601)  266-6656. 

The  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss  Brick  Order  Form 

Individual  or  business  ordering  brick 

Mailing  Address 

City 


Sta 


_Zip_ 


Daytime  telephone 

Please  check  your  brick  selection:  4"  x  8"  brick  paver  @  $100.00  each  I6"x  16"  limestone  paver  @  $500.00  each 

8"x  8"  brick  paver  @  $250.00  each  16"x  16"  corporate  limestone  paver  with  logo  @  $1,000.00  each 

All  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  The  USM  Foundation. 
Please  enclose  check  with  order  form  or  complete  credit  card  information  below: 
Credit  card  MasterCard  VISA  American  Express 

Card  number Expiration  date 

Name  as  it  appears  on  card Signature 

CAREFULLY  PRINT  YOUR  PERSONALIZED  BRICK  ORDER  BELOW: 

4x8     (Maximum  of  3  lines;  14  spaces  per  line): 


8x8     (Maximum  of  6  lines;  14  spaces  per  line): 


All  brick  orders  will  receive  a  confirmation  letter  to  verify  correctness  before  bricks  are  engraved.  The  USM  Foundation 
is  a  501(c)3  not-for-profit  organization.  Brick  orders  are  considered  a  100-percent  tax-deductible  donation. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on 
the  news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The 
Talon,  please  send  your  information  to  Box  5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  or  e-mail 
alumni@usm.edu. 
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ANDRE  J.  ARCENEAUX  SR.  '55  was 

recently  awarded  the  "Outstanding  Service 
Award"  for  Lafayette  Chapter  of  the  American 
Association  of  Drilling  Engineers.  He  is  only 
the  second  person  to  win  this  award  in  the 
16-year  history  of  the  organization. 
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CHARLES  E.  BURNHAM  '67  was  recently 
named  as  executive  director  of  the  State  Veter- 
ans Affairs  Commission  for  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi. He  will  also  serve  as  the  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  State  Veterans  Affairs  Board.  He  cur- 
rently resides  in  Brandon  and  is  a  retired  Air 
Force  colonel. 
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CHARLES  M.  PEARSONS 

'70  recently  joined  Bancorp- 
South  Insurance/Stewart 
Sneed  Hewes  in  Pascagoula  as 
an  account  executive. 
(PHOTO) 

MAUREEN  PONDER 
PHILLIPS  70,  '85  recently 

joined  Southern  Generation  and  Energy  Mar- 
keting as  technical  training  manager;  she  has 
relocated  to  Birmingham,  Ala. 

DR.  ROBERT  D.  MCBEE  74,  78  has  been 
named  director  of  athletics  at  State  University 
of  New  York  College  of  Cortland. 
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PHILLIP  E.  HINESLEY  80  was  recently 
named  the  chief  of  conservation  and  natural 
resources  for  the  Alabama  Department  of  Con- 
servation and  Natural  Resources,  located  in 
Daphne,  Ala. 

CDR.  TOM  WEDDING  '82  recently  assumed 
command  of  Strike  Training  Squadron  Twen- 
ty-One at  Naval  Air  Station  Kingsville,  Texas. 
The  squadron  trains  navy  carrier  aviators  in 
the  Boeing  T-45A  "Goshawk." 


After  spending  nearly  16  years  working 
in  economic  development  at  state  and  local 
levels  in  Florida,  Robert  Rohrlack  '84  is 
returning  to  Mississippi.  Rohrlack,  who  was 
recently  named  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Development  Authority,  said  he 
is  excited  about  taking  on  such  a  premier 
position  in  the  industry. 

With  the  economy  slowing  down,  it  will 
be  important  to  put  mechanisms  in  place  to 
keep  Mississippi's  economy  strong,  he  said. 
One  of  those  mechanisms  will  be  getting 
more  involved  with  USM  and  utilizing  its 

faculty's  brainpower.  Rohrlack  also  wants  to  ensure  a  smooth  entrance  of  the  Nissan 
plant  currently  under  construction  in  Madison  County.  "The  Nissan  plant  is  definite- 
ly going  to  have  a  positive  impact,"  he  said.  "The  state  is  fortunate  to  have  it.  It  will 
be  important  to  make  sure  the  process  goes  smoothly  so  future  projects  see  how  easy 
the  process  of  coming  into  the  state  is." 

Rohrlack  received  his  master's  degree  in  economic  development  from  USM  in 
1984  and  was  the  first  certified  economic  developer  in  the  country  to  do  so.  "They 
had  prepared  us  very  well  in  the  program,"  he  said.  "I  may  not  have  known  the 
answers  to  the  questions,  but  I  knew  where  to  go  to  get  the  answers."  In  preparation 
for  his  position  with  the  MDA,  Rohrlack  said  he  is  wading  through  a  stack  of 
papers,  books  and  briefing  notes  he  refers  to  as  "Mount  Mississippi." 

Rohrlacks  priorities  are  his  faith,  his  family  and  working  to  provide  for  his  family  "If 
you've  got  those  three  things  in  order,  everything  else  will  fall  into  place"  he  explained. 

In  his  spare  time  Rohrlack  usually  can  be  spotted  attending  or  coaching  one  of  his 
sons'  sporting  events.  He  and  his  wife,  Susan,  have  three  sons-Bobby,  10,  Stephen,  8, 
and  Thomas,  6.  Rohrlack  is  currently  the  coach  of  Thomas'  undefeated  soccer  team. 

Unfortunately,  with  the  timing  of  his  move,  Rohrlack  missed  this  years  Southern 
Miss  football  season  but  said  he  is  already  anticipating  the  start  of  next  year's  season. 
"I'm  looking  forward  to  putting  on  the  black  and  gold  again,"  he  said.  J*f« 

Editor's  Note:  For  more  information  about  USM's  economic  development  program,  please  see  page  6. 


R.  TOD  LEWIS  '84  was  recently  named 
regional  vice  president  of  distribution  for 
SAKS  Inc. 

DEENA  M.  NECAISE  '85  was  one  of  32 
outstanding  Mississippians  selected  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council's 
2001-02  Leadership  Mississippi  program 

DAVID  BARIA  '87  recently  formed  a  new  law- 
firm,  Baria  Law  Firm.  He  is  the  president-elect 
of  the  Mississippi  Trial  Lawyers  Association. 

BYRON  C.JORDAN  '88  was  one  of  32  out- 
standing Mississippians  selected  to  participate 
in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council's  2001- 
02  Leadership  Mississippi  program. 

CHUCK  SHIVE  '89  was  rccentlv  promoted 
to  national  marketing  manager  for  Appleton 
Jamaica  Rum.  He  resides  in  Crestwood,  Ky 
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NAVY  SEAMAN  JACK  D.  MCGILL  JR.  '90 

recently  graduated  from  the  basic  enlisted 
submarine  course  at  the  Naval  Submarine 
School  in  Groton,  Conn. 

STEPHEN  ROOK  '91  and  Jennifer  Pianalto 
were  married  on  September  15,  2001.  The 
couple  resides  in  Bessemer.  Ala. 

DR.  LEONARD  GARRETT  '92  was  induct- 
ed into  the  inaugural  class  of  the  Athletic  Hall 
of  Honor  during  New  Mexico  Highlands  Uni- 
versity's homecoming. 

EDDIE  VOYNIK  '93  was  recently  aw 

the  2001  Award  tor  Outstanding  Achievement 
in  Fire  Safety  from  the  Insurance  Women  of 
Jackson.  He  serves  as  a  firefighter  for  the  C 
of  Flowood  Fire/Rescue. 
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Hoda  Earns  Teacher  of  the  Year  Honor 

Tina  Hoda  '71,  '77,  a  special  education  teacher  at  Wood- 
ley  elementary  school,  has  been  named  Hattiesburg  Public 
School  District's  Teacher  of  the  Year.  Hoda  is  a  29-year  veter- 
an of  the  school  district. 

According  to  Principal  Tim  Bellipanni,  "She  is  an  out- 
standing teacher  who  has  gone  well  beyond  the  call  of  duty 
serving  students  from  all  ages  and  backgrounds.  She  has 
worked  as  a  special  education  inclusion  teacher  teaching  large 
numbers  of  students  with  disabilities  alongside  regular  educa- 
tion students.  Mrs.  Hoda's  students  are  high  performers." 

Baria  Named  President  of  State's  Trial  Lawyers  Association 

David  W  Baria  '87  was  recently  named  president-elect  of 
the  Mississippi  Trial  Lawyers  Association.  Baria,  who  owns 
the  Baria  Law  Firm,  was  the  association's  vice  president  and 
parliamentarian,  served  as  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Gover- 
nors, and  was  chairman  of  its  Young  Lawyers  Section. 

Baria  is  also  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Trial  Lawyers 
of  America  (sustaining  member),  the  Mississippi  Bar,  Hinds 
County  Bar  Association,  American  Bar  Association  and  Bar 
Association  of  the  Fifth  Federal  Circuit.  Additionally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Million  Dollar  Advocates  Forum. 

Ingram  Receives  Economic  Development  Award 

The  nation's  largest  regional  economic  development  orga- 
nization has  recognized  Robert  Ingram  70,  71  with  its  high- 
est award.  Ingram,  assistant  to  the  USM  president  for  eco- 
nomic development,  received  the  Chairman's  Award  of 
Excellence  from  the  Southern  Economic  Development  Coun- 
cil September  25  during  the  organization's  annual  conference 
in  Kansas  City  Mo. 

Only  two  such  awards  were  presented  by  outgoing  SEDC 
Chairman  John  Smolak  III  of  West  Virginia,  with  one  going  to 
Ingram  and  the  other  going  to  Pete  Fullerton  of  Missouri, 
SEDC  secretary-treasurer.  The  awards  are  presented  at  the 
discretion  of  the  chairman  to  active  members  who  provided 
extraordinary  service  to  SEDC  during  the  previous  12 
months. 

"Mine  was  for  service  provided  as  chairman  of  the  Mem- 
ber Development  Committee  that  planned,  coordinated  and 
secured  funding  for  the  initial  SEDC  spring  educational  con- 
ference, and  hosted  this  'spring  workshop'  on  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  in  April  of  2001,"  said  Ingram,  former  mayor  of 
McComb  and  former  executive  director  of  the  USM  Center 
for  Community  and  Economic  Development. 


Bounds  Honored  as  State  Principal  of  the  Year 

MetLife  and  the  National  Association  of  Secondary 
Schools  Principals  (NASSP)  recently  selected  Hank  Bounds 
'91  as  State  Principal  of  the  Year  for  Mississippi.  Bounds, 
principal  of  Pascagoula  High  School,  was  given  the  top  honor 
in  the  high  school  division. 

The  Principal  of  the  Year  program  recognizes  outstanding 
middle  level  and  high  school  principals  who  demonstrate 
success  in  educational  leadership,  resolving  complex  prob- 
lems, developing  self  and  others,  and  community  service. 

Brainerd  Named  Direct  Service  Provider  of  the  Year 

Anne  Brainerd  '00  has  been  named  the  2001  Direct  Ser- 
vice Provider  of  the  Year  by  the  Florida  Mental  Health  Coun- 
cil. Brainerd  is  employed  by  Marion  Citrus  Mental  Health 
Center  in  Ocala,  Fla. 

Additionally,  an  article  Brainerd  wrote  dealing  with  Sep- 
tember 1 1  events  has  been  posted  on  the  American  Counsel- 
ing Association's  website,  www.counseling.org,  under  a  special 
9-11  section.  The  article,  "Yes,  You  Have  Been  Affected,"  also 
is  to  be  printed  in  the  national  newsletter  of  that  organization. 

Gilcrease's  Article  to  Appear  in  Journal 

"U.S.  Diplomacy  and  the  Downfall  of  a  Cuban  Dictator: 
Machado  in  1933,"  an  article  written  by  Chris  Gilcrease  '98, 
will  be  published  in  the  May  2002  issue  of  the  Journal  of  Latin 
American  Studies.  Gilcrease,  an  instructor  of  library  science  at 
Dupre  Library  at  the  University  of  Louisiana-Lafayette,  co- 
authored  the  article  with  Dr.  Philip  F.  Dur,  Jefferson  Caffery 
professor  of  political  science  emeritus  at  UL-Lafayette. 

In  March  2001,  Gilcrease  presented  the  paper  "The 
Accountability  Question  in  the  Mission  of  the  European  Cen- 
tral Bank"  at  the  Southwestern  Social  Science  Association 
annual  meeting.  Additionally,  Gilcrease  will  be  included  in 
the  Who's  Who  in  America  in  2002. 

Puckett  Achieves  UMC's  Gold  Level  Status 

Dr.  Aaron  Puckett  '80,  '86  was  one  of  eight  University 
Medical  Center  faculty  members  to  bring  in  $  1  million  or 
more  in  grant  money  in  2001.  He  was  honored  during  a 
November  ceremony  for  this  achievement,  receiving  $10,000 
in  unrestricted  funds. 

Last  year,  Puckett,  a  professor  of  restorative  dentistry  (bio- 
materials),  received  a  silver  distinction,  meaning  he  brought 
$500,000  in  grant  money  to  the  Medical  Center.  EIS 
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BRAD  WEBB  '93  was  recently  named  nation- 
al sales  manager,  dealer  accounts  for  Mossy 
Oak  Apparel  Company  a  Division  of  the  Rus- 
sell Corporation.  His  wife,  JANA  WARD  '92, 
is  an  exercise  physiologist  at  Forrest  General 
Hospitals  cardio  pulmonary  rehabilitation 
department. 

CHRIS  CROFT  '95,  '96  is  the  assistant  mens 
basketball  coach  at  Washington  State  Univer- 
sity. He  also  helped  coach  the  Planet  Basket- 
ball College  All-Star  Team,  which  recently 
visited  New  Zealand. 

VICTORIA  A.  STRINGFELLOW  '95  was  one 

of  32  outstanding  Mississippians  selected  to 
participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Councils 
2001-02  Leadership  Mississippi  program. 

RODNEY  BROWN  '96  and  Candace  Hayes 
were  married  November  10,  2001. 

CHRISTOPHER  LYNN  COOLEY  '96 

recently  graduated  with  his  medical  degree  from 
the  School  of  Medicine  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Med- 
ical Center,  Jackson.  He  is  now 
serving  a  year  of  internship  at 
Medical  Center  of  Central 
Georgia  in  Macon,  Ga.  He  is 
married  to  NEELY  GOUDIE 
'96.  (PHOTO) 

TANYA  HILL  PARENT  '96  and  William  H. 
Parent  Jr.  announce  the  September  18,  2001, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Ava  Simone.  She  is 
welcomed  home  by  her  brother,  Will,  age  2. 

PAULA  J.  MESSER  '97  and  TIM  L.  MIS- 
TRETTA  '01  were  married  December  9, 
2001.  Paula  is  an  accountant  for  Sharp  &  Co. 
CPA  firm,  and  Tim  is  the  owner  and  operator 
of  Mistrettas  New  Orleans  Cuisine  Restaurant 
and  Reception  Hall. 

LISA  WILLEUGHBY  '97  was  named  Out- 
standing Instructor  of  the  Year  at  USAF  Acade- 
my Prep  School  for  the  2000-01  school  year. 

BUTCH  LEBLANC  '98  and 

Tina  Holland  were  married 
November  10,  2001. 

KRISTY  WELCH  '98  recent- 
ly joined  The  Koerber  Com- 
pany, PLLC  as  research  and 
editorial  director.  (PHOTO) 

ANNIE  GRAY  WESTMORELAND  '98  and 

Edward  Westmoreland  were  married 
August  12,  2001.  They  currently  reside  in 
Stringer,  Miss. 

MICHELLE  BERTAGNOLLI  SWINK  '99 

and  Brian  Keith  Swink  announce  the  Septem- 
ber 8,  2001,  birth  of  their  first  child,  Alexan- 
der Douglas  Swmk. 


"Islands,  Women,  and  God" 
Paul  Ruffin  '74 
Browder  Springs  Press 
237  pages,  $16.95 

Paul  Ruffin  '74,  the  critically 
acclaimed  author  of  1993's  book,  "The 
Man  Who  Would  Be  God,"  recently  had 
his  book  of  stories,  "Islands,  Women, 
and  God,"  published.  Most  of  the  short 
stories  in  "Islands,  Women,  and  God"  are 
set  in  Mississippi,  with  three  of  them  tak- 
ing place  in  the  Gulf  Coast  area.  Ruffin 
also  recognizes  the  University  and  Hatties- 
burg  in  the  short  story  "Corn  Silver," 
which  he  described  as  a  story  about  a 
"redneck  boy  making  a  fool  of  a  couple  of 
Southern  Miss  graduate  students." 

The  book  is  already  drawing  rave 
reviews.  According  to  Susan  Lowell  of  the 
New  York  Times  Book  Review,  "Mr.  Ruffin's 
poignant  stories  linger  in  the  memory  like 
the  scent  of  wood  smoke-or  gun 
smoke-on  the  skin." 

Ruffin  currently  lives  in  Huntsville, 
Texas,  with  his  wife-the  former  Sharon 
Krebs,  whom  he  met  and  married  at 
USM-and  their  two  children,  ages  14  and 
17.  He  teaches  creative  writing  in  the 
Department  of  English  at  Sam  Houston 
State  University,  where  he  edits  The  Texas 
Review  and  directs  Texas  Review  Press. 

To  order  "Islands,  Women,  and  God," 
visit  local  bookstores  or  www.amazon.com. 

"Who's  Listening  Anyway?" 
John  Lovitt  '75 
Langmarc  Publishing 
128  pages,  $23.95 

"Who's  Listening  Anyway?"  is  a  non- 
fiction,  self-help  book  designed  to  help 
improve  relationships  in  the  workplace, 
community  and  family.  It  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  books  designed  for  leaders. 

In  "Who's  Listening  Anyway?"  author 
John  Lovitt  '75  describes  how  emotional 
dehydration  impairs  listening,  the  nature 
of  the  listening  process,  and  roadblocks 
and  traps  to  avoid.  He  also  suggests  con- 
ditions necessary  for  listening  and  pro- 
vides an  original  scale  and  inventories  to 
measure  listening  skills. 


Lovitt,  now  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is  a 
corporate  and  personal  coach,  consultant 
and  trainer,  and  a  writer.  He  also  teaches 
college-level  courses  in  organizational 
development. 

To  order  a  copy  of  the  book,  contact 
Lois  Qualben  at  (800)  864-1648. 

"War  in  the  Age  of  Technology:  Myriad 
Faces  of  Modern  Armed  Conflict" 
Dr.  Geoffrey  Jensen  and 
Dr.  Andrew  Wiest  '82,  '84 
New  York  University  Press 
397  pages,  $21 

Two  Southern  Miss  history  professors 
redefine  the  term  "military  history"  for 
many  in  a  new  book  that  examines  the 
many  faces  of  modern  war.  "War  in  the 
Age  of  Technology:  Myriad  Faces  of  Mod- 
ern Armed  Conflict,"  co-edited  by  Dr. 
Geoffrey  Jensen  and  Dr.  Andrew  Wiest 
'82,  '84,  looks  at  topics  as  disparate  as 
post-traumatic  stress  disorder  and 
Napoleonic  tactics  in  the  Gulf  War. 

Wiest,  associate  professor  and  director  of 
the  Vietnam  Studies  Abroad  program,  said 
the  book  is  not  typical  of  what  many  people 
think  of  as  military  history.  "It's  not  counting 
rivets  in  a  P34  tank,"  he  said. 

"I  know  of  no  other  collection  of  about 
400  pages  with  such  a  diverse  collection 
of  essays  about  war,"  said  Jensen,  associ- 
ate professor  of  history.  Essays  were  con- 
tributed by  "some  of  the  absolute  biggest 
names  in  the  field,"  said  Jensen,  including 
Brian  Bond,  head  of  the  War  Studies  Pro- 
gram at  Kings  College  in  London.  Addi- 
tionally, British  scholar  Gary  Sheffield,  the 
first  British  professor  to  participate  in  the 
exchange  program,  wrote  a  chapter  look- 
ing at  the  "human  tactor"  in  20th  century 
war.  Dr.  Neil  McMillen,  professor  emeri- 
tus at  Southern  Miss,  examined  World 
War  II  in  relation  to  the  origins  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement 

To  order  "War  in  the  Age  ot  Technology: 
Myriad  Faces  of  Modern  Armed  Conflict," 
\-isit  www.amazon.com,  P*** 
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ANNE  BRAINERD  '00  has  been  named  the 
2001  Direct  Sendee  Provider  of  the  Year  by  the 
Florida  Mental  Health  Council.  She  is 
employed  by  Marion  Citrus  Mental  Health 
Center  in  Ocala,  Fla. 

BUFFY  BLISSETT  '01  and  John  Matthews 
were  married  November  10,  2001. 

WES  BRIDWELL  01  and  KELLI  SCRIMP- 
SHIRE  were  married  October  6,  2001.  She  is 
currently  pursuing  a  bachelors  degree  in  ele- 
mentary education  at  Southern  Miss. 

CASEY  LOTT  '01  and  Adam  Sauls  were  mar- 
ried November  11,  2001. 

W1NDFIELD  S.  SWETMAN  III  '01  was  one 

of  32  outstanding  Mississippians  selected  to 
participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Coun- 
cil's 2001-02  Leadership  Mississippi  program. 
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Reach  more 

than  16,000  educated 

readers  with  an 

advertisement  in 

The  Talon. 


For  rate 

information,  contact 

Gene  Fitts  at 

(601)  266-5674  or 

gene.fitts@usm.edu. 
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.vailable  at  our  dealer  nearest  you  or  visit  us  online: 
www.gailpittman.com 


Gail  Pittman,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  779  •  Ridgeland,  MS  39158  •  601-856-5646 
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Since  1 885  Havertys  has 
offered  you  the  quality  furniture 
and  accessories  you  deserve, 
And  today,  we're  happy  to 
continue  our  tradition  of  top 
quality  guaranteed  low  prices 
with  friendly  customer  service. 
Come  in  today  and  see  how 
Havertys  Makes  It  Home. 


HAVERTYS 

MAKES       IT       HOME 

Register  Online  To  Receive  Havertys  Making  /t  Home  Newsletter  at  www.havertys.com 

Monday-Saturday  I0am-8pm  •  Sunday  noon-6pm 
I  20  Mayfair  Road  •  60  I -296-7575 

LOW  PRICE  GUARANTEE: 

We  want  to  offer  you  che  best  furniture  and  bedding  values  possible,  ff  you  find  the  identical  item  with 

the  same  services  advertised  for  less,  within  30  days  of  purchase.  Havertys  will  gtadty  refund  the  difference. 


CLASS 


M   E   M   O   R   I  A  M 


WILEY  FA1RCHILD  September  13,  2001 
DORIS  F.  GASKINSJune  14,  2001 
ROBBIE  DAVIS -MITCHELL  September  29,  2001 
DR.  DAVID  MILLER  November  30,  2001 
JONNIE  T.  NICKELSON  August  19,  2001 
LEROY  STUART  March  30,  2001 
WILLIAM  H.  "BILL"  WARREN  32  June  23,  2001 
MARGI  MARY  SMITH  '40  June  15,  2001 
FRANCES  H.  STRINGER  '45  September  21,  2001 
SAWYER  S.  SIMS  '47  October  16,  2001 
DR.  WALTER  HASSELL  JONES  '49  July  2,  2001 
DR.  CHARLES  V.  WRIGHT  '49  October  28,  2001 
MARY  L.  SEBREN  '50  September  16,  2001 
ETHEL  PITTMAN  MILNER  '51  September  4,  2001 
KATHERINE  B.  ANDERSON  '51  October  27, 2001 
JAKE  W.  CANTWELL  '52  September  26,  2001 
PAULINE  CASE  BRITT  '53  August  30,  2001 
DENVER  KENNEDY  '56  October  21,  2001 

WILLIAM  "BILL"  CONRAD  MARTIN   57 

November  17,  2001 

ROBERT  HIRAM  HENRY  III  '58  August  30, 
2001 


WILLIAM  NYE  "BILL"  PATTERSON  58 

September  27,  2001 

RAYMOND  G.  MESSER  '58  September  29,  2001 
ROSS  LETY  '58  October  11,  2001 
BERTIE  FORTENBERRY  '59  June  16,  2001 
TROY  L.  HOWELL  JR.  '59  October  9,  2001 
MARY  H.  HARDEE  '60  June  23,  2001 
DR.  G.F.  BEISSEL  '61  June  11,  2001 
WYNELL  F.  RAWSON  '64  June  10,  2001 
DAVID  A.  CULP  '66  August  5,  2001 
JEFF  MCCRAW  '67  October  4,  2001 

DR.  JAMES  D.  "JAMIE"  ARRINGTON  74 

October  5,  2001 

DR.  LEONARD  SPENCER  SMITH  JR.  '75 

October  6,  2001 

PATRICIA  A.  POWELL  '76  September  4,  2001 

JOHN  MCGOWAN  PROVINE  '87  October  12, 
2001 

CHARLES  MORETON  SMITH  '88  October  3, 

2001 

DAVID  JOSEPH  GILL  '98  June  27,  2001 

DR.  FREDERICK  D.  KENAMOND  '59 

January  14,  2002  A  scholarship  has  been 
established  in  Dr.  Kenamond's  name  at  the 
USM  Foundation.  Please  call  (601)  266-5602 
for  more  information. 


ALUMNI  MEMORIAL 

William  "Bill"  Conrad  Martin  '57,  a  former  center  and  linebacker  on  the  1955  and  '56  Mississippi 
Southern  College  football  teams,  died  November  17,  2001.  He  was  68.  Martin  had  been  suffering 
from  Parkinsons  disease  for  several  years. 

A  beloved  coach,  teacher  and  member  of  the  community,  Martin  began  coaching  the  George 
County  High  School  Rebels  football  team  in  1969.  That  year,  the  Rebels  won  the  Pecan  Bowl 
against  Pascagoula  High  School.  In  1976,  Martin  coached  the  team  to  a  9-1  record.  From  1976 
until  his  retirement  in  1984,  Martin  had  a  record  of  63-29.  School  officials  and  coaches 
mourned  Martin's  death  and  praised  him  as  an  inspiration  to  young  people. 

The  stadium  in  Lucedale  is  named  in  honor  of  Martin  and  coach  Fred  Gill.  "I  think  he  was  one 
of  the  best  coaches,"  Gill  said.  "  He  loved  the  game  of  football.  He  was  a  terrific  man,  father  and 
husband.  He  was  an  excellent  coach  and  a  great  friend." 

Gill  said  Martin  taught  his  players  how  to  live  life  with  the  proper  values  and  winning  came  as  an  aside. 

"The  best  compliment  one  can  pay  a  coach  is  say  his  defense  is  as  good  as  Martin's,"  said  Al 
Jones,  current  coach  for  George  County.  "He  set  the  tempo  for  George  County  football  for  many 
years.  He  had  an  influence  on  a  lot  of  people's  lives.  He  was  a  great  man." 

Martin  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  faith  and  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  at  Southern  Miss.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  three  sons. 
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Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 

Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 

DATE    

NAME 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR  

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR  

DEGREE 

CHILDREN 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


CAJ-Jy 


( 


urrent     lumni     ecail     iscounts 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cabot  Lodge  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $53.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One  -  # 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation/ 
Free  pager  activation 

The  Clubhouse 

20%  discount  on  all  Brett  Favre  memorabilia 
10%  discount  on  all  other  items  in  store 

Comfort  Inn  -  # 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Comfort  Suites  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  -  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings 
off  large  room  nightly  rates 

Fitness  Coach 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Garfield's  Restaurant  -  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Golf  USA 

10%  discount  on  retail  merchandise  (golf  balls 
and  sale  merchandise  excluded) 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Haverty's  Furniture- 

10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 

Hawthorn  Suites- 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 

j&L  Sales 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Las  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

10%  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/ free 

portfolio  reviews 

Oak  Grove  Rental- 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with 
other  discounts  or  promotions.) 

Original  Strick's  Bar-B-Q  -  # 

$1.00  discount  on  lunch  buffet 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Primreica/Ken  Sheil 
Randy  Price  &  Company 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 
10%  discount  on  all  items 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ 

not  valid  with  other  discounts  or  promotions 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Signs  First  -  # 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Smith  Bros.  Sporting  Goods  20%  discount  on  regularly 
priced  merchandise 

Sonic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of 
#1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  \ 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases 
(cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich, 
side  order,  and  large  drink\ 
$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

•  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
#-Hattiesburg  location  only. 
*-New  additions 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  CARD    Program 

with  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni  membership 

card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERN  TRIVIA 


ANSWERS 

1.  The  Honor  House  was  originally  called  "The  Industrial  Cottage" 
and  was  designed  to  provide  a  laboratory  setting  for  girls  to  "learn 
practical  home-keeping  in  all  its  phases."  Girls  who  resided  there  did 
all  their  own  work  and  were  compensated  by  a  reduction  in  their 
school  expenses. 

2.  Faulkner  Field  was  constructed  in  1932  by  unemployed  men  of 
Hattiesburg.  The  field  is  named  in  honor  of  Louis  Edward  "L.E." 
Faulkner,  chairman  of  Hattiesburg's  Committee  on  Unemployment 
Relief. 

3.  In  1914,  a  streetcar  motorman  accused  two  USM  students  of  rob- 
bing him.  Vice  President  T.R  Scott  stood  by  the  students'  declarations 
of  innocence.  Scott  defended  the  students  in  Justice  Court,  where 
they  were  exonerated.  It  was  eventually  discovered  that  the  "robbery" 
was  an  inside  job. 

4.  In  1914,  the  school's  yearbook  made  its  debut  as  the  Neka  Camon,  a 
Native  American  term  meaning  "The  New  Spirit." 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing  the  goods 
and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  additional  revenue 
to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


-h- 


MCI  WORLDCOM 

MCI  Worldcom  Telecommunications 

Telephone  Long-Distance  Provider  Offers  special  rates 
to  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  supporters  for  long  distance 
services.  To  sign  up  or  switch,  call  800-WORLDCOM 
(Business)  or  800-666-8703  (Residential) 


FIRST  USA 


First  USA  Bank,  Inc. 

Affinity  Credit  Card  Company.  Offers  the  official 
Southern  Miss  VISA  card,  which  helps  benefit  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  University.  To  apply  online,  go  to 
http://www.firstusa.com/xcards/pcards/u_south_miss_alu/' 
To  apply  by  phone,  call  800-FIRST-USA  and  specify 
credit  card  code  M241. 


LLd& 

exactly 

Hertz 

Automobile  Rental  Oilers  special  rates  and  discounts 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  :.ss;- 
ciation  For  details,  go  to  www.henz.com  or  call  Hern 
at  800-654-2200  or  the  Association  at  5C 1-266-501: 

jostens 

Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  V 

mation.  call  800-523-0 1>  225E 


DiplomaDisplay* 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  .Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Spt'riiilh  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 
For  more  inform;  displ    . 

or  call  800-422-4100. 
S  Co  recr/tio  hut  ay. »»» 


Alamo 


CareerHighway 

fob  Issistonce  U>>  Southern  Miss  Alumni.  Fo 
informaiie    8  •     - 

S00-252  -5665 


Alamo 

Automobile  Rental.  Offers  special  rates  and  discounts 
For  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation For  details,  call  Alamo  at  800-354-2322  or  the 
Association  at  601-266-5013. 


>, 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Lite.  Health  \nd  s:;,"    fj  rw  V.,      Med ..    Insurance. 

Go  to  hup:  \vw\\        - 

.     Si 


WINTER 
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SOUTHERNMISSTRADITIONS 


All-American  Rose  Garden 


Photo  Courtesy  of  University  Archives 

In  April  1974,  the  University's  rose  garden  was  officially  dedicated.  On  hand  for  the  ceremony  were  members 
of  the  hattiesburg  area  rose  society,  hattiesburg  mayor  "bud"  gerrard  (second  from  left),  and  university 
president  William  D.  McCain  and  his  wife  (third  and  fourth  from  left). 


BECAUSE  it  has  been  a  part  of  Southern  Miss' 
campus  since  1974.  BECAUSE  each  of  its  32  beds 
contains  its  own  unique  hybrid  of  rose.  BECAUSE 
visitors  to  Hattiesburg  make  a  point  to  include  it 
on  their  itinerary.  BECAUSE  despite  a  hefty  fine, 


lovesick  students  continue  to  pick  its  blossoms 
for  their  significant  others.  BECAUSE  it  provides  a 
welcome  and  beautiful  distraction  for  Hardy 
Street  travelers.  BECAUSE  each  spring,  it  gives  us 
another  good  reason  to  return  home. 
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P    L    I     S    H     M 

Dr.  Thames  received  his  Ph.D.  in  organic  chemistry  from  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  1964.  He  has  been  employed  at  USM  since  1964,  serving 
as  assistant  professor  of  chemistry;  associate  professor  of  chemistry; 
professor  of  chemistry;  professor  of  polymer  science;  and  founder  and 
first  chair  of  the  USM  Polymer  Science  Department.  Thames  has  also 
served  as  dean  of  the  College  of  Science  and  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology;  vice  president  for  administration  and  regional  cam- 
puses; executive  vice  president  of  the  University;  and  distinguished 
University  research  professor.  In  1998,  USM's  $29  million  center 
was  named  the  Shelby  Freland  Thames  Polymer  Science  Research 
Center.  Thames  is  co-founder  of  the  International  Coatings  and  For- 
mulations Institute  and  serves  as  its  executive  director.  He  holds  nine 
U.S.  patents  and  has  authored  numerous  publications.  He  currently 

maintains  a  research  group  of  50  personnel. 

CURRENTLY 

Thames  is  currently  employed  at  Southern  Miss  and  has 
held  the  title  of  Distinguished  University  Research 


FAMILY 

Thames  and  his  wife,  Shirley  Diane  Duff,  have  two 

ions,  a  daughter  and  four  grandchildren.  Their  sons 

Scott  and  Clay  are  both  oral  and  maxillofacial  surgeons, 

and  daughter  Dana  is  currently  chair  of  curriculum  and 

instruction  at  USM.  Their  grandchildren  are  Brittany, 

cott  Jr.,  William  and  Clay  II. 


"I  have  spent  practically  my  entire  adult  life  at 
USM.  I  first  walked  on  campus  in  1954  at  the 
age  of  18.  I  was  in  the  first  master's  degree 
graduating  class  in  chemistry.  Scott,  Dana 
and  Clay  all  received 
degrees  from  USM,  and  Brit- 
tany is  currently  classified  as 
a  senior.  This  university  is 
dear  to  my  heart.  This  is  my 
university." 
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The  9{ame  Jon  'Know     <3|S&    %t  rE?(perience  fou  'Trust 
America's  0^eigh6orfiood %taitorl 


Sue  Gallaspy 

Broker/Owner 


3 ae  Ljciitadpu  fceal  C^dtate,  Jsnc. 

1-888-584-8184 


Thinking  of  retiring? 

Kids  coming  to  college? 

Need  investment  property? 


Jim  Gallaspy 

Property  Manager 


For  nearly  23  years,  we've  dedicated  ourselves  to  providing  you  and  your  family 

the  kind  of  professional  service  we  would  want  for  ourselves. 

Over  the  years,  south  Mississippi  residents  have  trusted  us  for  great  results...  you  can  too! 

Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs  here,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 


Nationwide  Referrals        •         Residential  Sales 
Property  Management        •        Rentals 


Commercial  Sales 


Investment 


3420  Hardy  Street,  Ste.  2  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 


www.suegallaspy.com 


e-mail:  suegallaspy@netdoor.com 


Fax:601-261-9567 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


